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<^ii t|ie a^cmor; of ttie $im ^tt^ftmt 

Whxlb heroes cladin the palm, and poets sing 

The sapient statesman, and the patriot king ; 

While beauty, genios, wit, by turns demand 

The sculptor's labour and the painter's hand ; 

While wondering crowds loud acclamations raise. 

And earth reverberates with the favourite's praise $ 

Shall nobler Christians, in a Christian age. 

Have no memorial in affection's page? 

Shall ceaseless vigils, persecutions, strife ; 

The sacrifice of ease, of health, of life ; 

Have no distinction grateful ? no record P 

Yes I valiant champions of a heavenly Lord, 

As long as patience, resignation, love. 

Are praised by saints below and saints above ; 

Ye sufferers meek I who pain and scoffs defied. 

Who warned and wept, endured, and prayed, and died. 

Ye shall be honoured ! 

Ye braved the ruffian blow, the infuriate dan. 

And all for love to God, and love to man I 

O with what triumph hailed in realms on high. 

When angels bore you to your kindred sky ! 

Fruits of His purchase, to the Saviour given. 

And owned the servants of the Lord of heaven. 

On all your sons may your bless'd mantle fall, 

The zeal that fired, the love that reached to all ! 

Your scorn of eartiily honours, earthly gain. 

Of toil, of malice, ignominy, pain ! 

Where'er they sojourn or where'er they stray. 

May heaven's own light direct them on their way ; 

Till late translated to the choir above. 

They greet their fathers in the world of love ! 

Sasah Wbslbt. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

^HE subject of this narrative was one of 
~\ a noble baud of brave and faithful Evan- 
i gelists who, during the third quarter of 
I the last century, travelled up and down, 
through the length and breadth of Ire- 
lanii, calling sinners to repentance, and pn>- 
oLuming tho glad tidinge of salvation. In 
cities, towns, and villages, in private houses and 
boms, in streets and market-places, wherever they 
could find any willing to hear, there they were 
ready ' to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.' 
Dependent for support on the kindness of those 
whose spiritual welfare they sought, they had to 
endure numerous privations ; often having no home 
to call their own, the poorest cabins were their 
resting-places, and their food the humblest fare. 
Cruel was the treatment which they frequently 
Teceived from those for whose good. VSa»^ \BfeRraa«A.% 
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they were misrepresented and reproached, hissed 
and hooted, stoned and beaten, and many of them 
were hurried into premature graves. 

Some of this goodly company of apostles were 
men of few talents and humble attainments, others 
were remarkable for ability and culture ; as a class, 
they were ' mighty in the Scriptures,' powerful in 
prayer, and irresistible in appeal to the consciences 
of their hearers. Among them were included such 
well-known worthies as Eobert Swindells, Thomas 
Walsh, Joseph Cownley, Thomas Olivers, and 
Christopher Hopper, fearless and faithful as the 
Tishbite. 

Of the personal history of few of those devoted 
men has so little been published as that of John 
Smith, and yet there is not one of them to whose 
instrumentality so many conversions to God may 
be traced. To give a detailed and consecutive 
account of his life and successes, is now, it is to be 
feared, impossible, as the records available are 
scanty and scattered, and such a length of time has 
elapsed since his death. Yet it is due to his 
memory, to Irish Methodism, and to the Church 
of God, to collect, arrange, and publish even such 
scraps of information as can be culled, and thus 
rescue his name, and, as far as possible, his work, 
from oblivion. 

Mr. Wesley required from his preachers a written 
account of their conversion to God and their Chris- 
tian work. This, for reasons which will appear in 
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the sequel, he did not request from John Smith 
himself, bat from his son. In 1771, at Berrjanyil, 
Mr. Wesley asked Dayid Smith to take down in 
writing from his father the drcnmstanoes of his 
conversion and historj. This, he says, he half- 
promised to do ; but, haying entered the army soon 
after, he failed to comply with the request. Mr. 
Wesley wrote, reminding him of his promise, urging 
him to fulfil it, and adding that Gkxl would make it 
a means of blessing to his own souL But owing 
to lack of sympathy at the time with work of such 
a sacred character, it was still n^lected. After his 
conversion, and when his &ther had been twenty- 
six years dead, David recollected the request and 
the promise, and wrote out from memory a very 
brief and imperfect account of his father's life ; yet ^ 
narrating its most remarkable incidents. With this 
narrative have been incorporated in the following 
pages references to John Smith and the results of 
his work gleaned from the journals of those with 
whom he was associated, and the obituaries of some 
of the many who received good from his labours ; 
the whole being viewed in the light given by the 
history of Methodism in the places and at the 
period in which he lived. Incidents are here 
recorded which may be regarded by some as in- 
credible; but it should be remembered that not 
only were these very circumstances firmly believed 
by John Smith himself, who narrated them to his 
son, but they were also well knowix aiiSL T««fc\^^ «a 
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authentic at the time of their occurrence. What- 
ever di£Eerence of opinion, however, there may be 
in regard to these, there can be none as to the deep 
piety, fervid zeal and great success of this preacher 
of the Gospel. He was a follower of Christ of a 
rare type. May the Head of the Church multiply 
EvangeKsts of this stamp ! If they abound we shall 
not despair of seeing a converted world. May 
some who read, catch the spirit of John Smith, and 
go forth to work for Christ, 

' Strong in the strength which Gk>d supplies 
Through His eternal Son ' ! 



CHAPTER I. 




EARLY HISTORY AND CONVERSION. 

OHN SMITH wafl born at Qare, near 
Tanderagee, in the county of Armagh, 
about the year 1713. His father, a 
native of Scotland, had settled in 
Ireland about twenty years previously, had 
taken a small farm, and engaged in * the linen 
business,' most likely as a weaver: the prac- 
tice of cultivating a piece of land and working at a 
trade at the same time, being usual in the North of 
Ireland. His children were brought up in the doc- 
trinal teaching of the Presbyterian Church, of which 
he and his wife were members. 

John appears to have been a brave, ardent and 
generous lad, passionately fond of youthful diver- 
sions, and the leader of every bold and perilous 
enterprise. He cannot be said to have received 
even an elementary education, as he only learnt to 
read the !New Testament and the Psalms, and never 
mastered the art of writing. T\i<b t"a,xD^3 \^\s^ 
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large and their means small, he was sent to learn a 
trade when only eleven years old; and conse- 
quently had but little opportunity of attending 
school — ^a circumstance which he rejoiced in at the 
time, but subsequently deeply deplored. Having 
completed the term of his apprenticeship, influenced 
by a love of adventure and desire for a more 
wild and daring career, he enlisted in the army, 
and joined his regiment, which was quartered L 
England ; but the strict discipline of military service 
was ill-suited to a spirit impatient of control. So, 
at the end of about twelve months, he obtained his 
discharge, and began to roam through the country, 
supporting himself by working at his trade. His 
associates encouraged him in a course of folly and 
sin. Yet in all these wicked wanderings the Spirit 
of Gt)d strove with him, bringing to mind the re- 
ligious truths learnt in youth ; and so sharp were 
the stings of conscience, that more than once he was 
on the verge of putting an end to his life. 

At length this wayward young man returned to 
Ireland, and settled for a number of years in Newry. 
About 1738 he married ; but home influence had no 
restraint for him. He wandered further from God, 
and plunged more deeply into sin. His fearless 
and fiery spirit could do nothing by halves; he 
pressed forward in his wicked career with energy 
and zest, regardless of the laws of G-od or man. He 
became the ringleader of a gang of desperadoes, 
given to intemperance, gambling, blasphemy, boxing 
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cock-fighting and the like, the pests of the town and 
neighbourhood. Numerous warrants were issued 
for his apprehension; but such were his physical 
strength, the character for desperation which he 
bore, and the strong faction by whom he was sur- 
rounded, that the authorities failed to seize him. 
Yet even when thus sunk in the lowest depths of 
vice, he was not abandoned by the Holy Spirit. In 
his inmost soul there was the consciousness of the 
evil of his course, sometimes unfelt in the wild 
excitement of sinful sports, but at other times 
arousing his slumbering conscience, and presenting 
appalling views of the terrible end to which he was 
hastening. He was unwilling, or unable, to remain 
long in one place, and for years was, with his 
famDy, in a most unsettled state. On two or three 
occasions, in his restless wanderings after rest, he 
heard some of the early Methodist itinerants preach 
in the streets ; but at the time little impression was 
made on his conscience. Some time afterwards, 
however, the remembrance of the solemn truths 
which they had proclaimed arose in his mind. 

One morning, when returning home after a night 
spent in gambling, he came to the entrance of a 
bog, and looking beyond it saw his house, as he 
believed, on fire ; the flames bursting through the 
roof and windows, and the smoke rising in one 
huge column to the heavens. Filled with horror 
and trepidation at the thought of his wife and 
children being burnt to death, he ruahod ^tani^p^ 
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fbrwaid out of the proper path, mnd feQ into Uie 
bog: mttempdiig to rise, he fell sgain; mnd thus 
lunning and £dJing, leaping and plunging, with the 
terrific xiaion of the burning homestead before his 
eyes, the taiTe man, almost frantic, struggled to 
reach his destination. At length as he came to the 
house the fire suddenly disappeared, and on entmng 
he found all safe and the children in bed asleep. He 
fell immediatelr on his knees, thanked Gt)d for His 
compassionate warning, and resolved neT^ to play 
cards again — a resc^ution strictly adhered to. 

A few months afterwards he reoeiTed another 
and still more impressiTe warning. On a Sunday 
morning early, as he lay in bed, he saw one of his 
companions in sin standing dose to him, with eyes 
fixed on him earnestly. He hefrd him say, * John 
Smith, John Smith, I am this moment called before 
Ood — a dreadful GKmL He has weighed me in the 
balances, and I am found wanting. Fly for your 
Ufe, and escape the damnation of hell!' Mrs. 
Smitii also recognized the man's person and yoice, 
and called him by name; but he, without reply, 
yamshed. John Smith immediately arose, saying, 
* I must go to his house, he is dead.' He went, and 
on arriying was told that the man had died, as near 
as could be reckoned, at the hour at which Smith 
belieyed he saw and heard him at home. This 
incident had a most salutary effect on the mind 
and conduct of John Smith. He then entered on 
a new course of life, broke his connection with 
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every dissolute companion, and began to read G-od's 
Word, often spending hours over its sacred pages, 
although it was to him a sealed book, and he knew 
of no one to open the seal. He also began to 
attend again the services of the Presbyterian Church, 
from which for years he had absented himself ; but 
ail his efforts to overcome sin and quiet his con- 
science proved vain. The struggle was of unwonted 
intensity and very protracted. 

One day, as he was walking in the field, groaning 
under the burden of sin, and seeing no means of 
deliverance, he thought, * If I am to be lost I will 
perish on my knees ' ; so, kneeling down beside a 
hedge, he besought God to have mercy on him. As 
he prayed he heard a voice, as lE close behind him, 
crying out, ' John Smith, you are a vessel of de- 
struction, and will be eternally damned.' But he 
the more vehemently besought God to save him ; 
till he heard another voice saying, *Go, proclaim 
My I^ame to all around thee, and fear not ; for I 
will be with thee.' Greatly encouraged by this, yet 
retaining an awful sense of his guilt and danger, he 
still strove to overcome the numerous temptations 
by which he was surrounded. In these conflicts, 
not. having laid hold of Divine strength, he was 
often baffled. However, he struggled on; and, 
fearing the power of local associations, he in 1757 
resolved to leave the town. He settled in Coote- 
hill. 

In his new abode he began to conduct family 
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worship each evening. On one occasion the chap- 
ter which he began to read was Somans viii. ; but 
on reading the first and second verses he suddenly 
stopped, started, as lE he had received an electrie 
shock, and roared in an agony, * What shall I do ! I 
am not in Christ Jesus, for I walk after the flesh, and 
not after the Spirit.' He then ran out, as if beside 
himself, to a flr grove near the house, and cried so 
vehemently for mercy that he was heard at a con- 
siderable distance. It seemed to him as if he were 
surrounded by evil spirits gloating over the terrible 
anguish of his soul. Exhausted both in body and 
mind, he grasped the trees for support, and strove 
to pray on, but could not ; his mind was a blank. 
He continued in a most distressed state of mind for 
about three weeks, during which he scarcely ever 
slept, and took very little food. He went to every 
place that he could think of as being likely to afford 
relief to his distracted spirit — to the Presbyterian 
meeting, to the Episcopal church, to the Moravians, 
and to the Society of Friends, but all was of no 
avail ; none understood his disease or could tell him 
of the cure. He needed a present, personal Ee- 
deemer, but they simply urged him to attend their 
religious ordinances and to live a moral life. Many 
said that he was mad ; and others, that some demon 
had taken possession of him ; but there was none to 
point him to ' the Lamb of G-od, which taketh away 
the sin of the world.' 

In the spring of 1758, Cootehill was first visited 
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by a Methodist Preacher; his name was Thomas 
Kead, a man whose heart was full of love to Christ 
and love for souls.* He took his stand in the 
street, and having sung a hymn and prayed, an- 
nounced his text : ' Q-o ye into all the world, and 
j^feach the Q-ospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned.' Amongst those 
who gathered around the stranger was John Smith, 
who drank in every word. The sermon just met 
his case. He thought that the whole discourse was 
aimed at himself ; it seemed to him as if the 
Preacher knew both his heart and life, so fully and 
truthfully did he describe his state and feelings. 
And when the Evangelist held forth the Lord 
Jesus as the only and all-suf&cient Saviour, and 
proclaimed through Him forgiveness of sins to all 
that believe, the soul of the poor penitent was filled 
with wonder. He thought, ' And yet there can be 
no doubt about this. " Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners," even the " chief " of sinners. 
He " tasted death for every man ; " He says, 

* Of this devoted Evangelist there are only a few brief 
glimpses in Irish Methodistic history. He was a native of 
Ireland. > He began to travel as a Preacher of the Gospel in 
1750. In 1752 he was present in Limerick at the first 
Methodist Conference held in Ireland ; at which time he was 
a married man, reference being made to a grant voted to 
bis wife. He laboured in Dublin in 1762, assisting Mr. 
Wesley at Watch-Night Services, in April and July; and 
died in that city soon after, in the full triumph, oi tsi^. 
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" Though your sins be as scarlet, tbej shall be as 
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wooL"' The veil of unbelief 
was removed; the love of Christ burst upon his 
ravished vision, driving away all guilt and fear, and 
filling his soul with light, love, and joy. He could 
no more doubt his acceptance with Gk>d through 
Christ than he could his existence. The Gospel 
messenger spent nearly the whole of the remainder 
of the day with the young convert, giving him suitable 
instruction, and then they separated, — John Smith 
exulting in the possession of the pearl of great 
price, and the Evangelist rejoicing over this latest 
seal to his sacred ministry. 
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP AND WORK, 

OHN SMITH was now a new man — a 
wonder to himself, to his family, and 
to all who knew him. The old tempta- 
tions returned, but in all he was more 
than conqueror through Him Who loved 
him. With a heart overfraught with grati- 
tude, he eagerly seized every opportunity of 
telling others what a Saviour he had found. Gt)od 
impressions were made on the minds of many: 
when, a short time after Smith's conversion, Mr. 
Wesley first visited CootehiU (May 22nd, 1758), 
and * preached at seven in an open place near the 
street' (»7bt*maZ), the congregation was 'tolerably 
serious.' And when again, on the following morn- 
ing at six o'clock, the venerated founder of Method- 
ism proclaimed the glad tidings of salvation, there 
were still more hearers, who * seemed to feel as well 
as hear.' 

On this occasion, Mr. Wesley wi£ «ycci(ycu<^|»£L<^ 
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by Mr. Eobert Swindells,* and their visit led to 
the formation of a Methodist Society in the town, 
composed of a few persons, all in humble circum- 
stances, who, as the result of the labours of Thomas 
Kead, John Smith, and Mr. Wesley, had * a desire 
to flee from the wrath to come,' and * to be sayed 
from their sins.' Of this little company John 
Smith was in a short time appointed the leader. 
True, he was but recently converted, like them- 
selves, and unskilled in the word of righteousness ; 
but faith, perseverance in prayer, and the diligent 
study of the Word of God soon supplied all that 
was lacking. 

If, however, these poor people by becoming 
Methodists enjoyed privileges unspeakably precious 
to them, they also exposed themselves to bitter per- 
secution. Members of the different Churches in 
the town soon began to oppose the little band, 
cavilling at their opinions, questioning the sincerity 
of their professions, mocking them in their presence, 
and slandering them in their absence. Their malice, 
however, was chiefly directed against John Smith, 
not only as the most zealous of the Methodists, but 
especially as one on whose behalf numerous and 
remarkable deliverances were wrought. Hence he 
was called a demoniac, and charged, like his blessed 

* He was one of the first Methodist preachers who visited 
Ireland, and was a man of deep piety, great zeal, and remark- 
able benevolence. He began to travel in 1741, and died in 
1783. 
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Master, with being in league with the devil. But 
they did not confine themselves to malicious state- 
ments, they proceeded to use physical violence, 
lliey collected mobs, surrounded the place of meet- 
ing, seized the worshippers, knocked them down, 
beat them, and even dragged them through cess- 
pools and sewers. Still John Smith steadily and 
faithfully did his duty, never offering the slightest 
resistance, but rejoicing that he was 'counted 
worthy to suffer ' for Christ's Name. 

These severe trials were overruled by Providence 
for good. None joined the little band but such as 
were thoroughly in earnest and ready to endure 
hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, and the 
members of the Society were drawn still more 
closely together. Owing to the Divine blessing on 
the faithful labours of these devoted people, their 
meekness under provocation, and the integrity of 
their lives, several persons of a higher social position 
joined the Society, and others began to attend the 
public services, by whose influence open persecution 
was brought to an end. John Smith seized every 
opportunity of reproving sin and calling sinners to 
repentance. He spared none, of whatever rank 
or position, who violated the law of Gt)d in his 
presence; for this he received not a few severe 
beatings. He spent at least six hours in every 
twenty-four in private prayer and reading the 
Bible; this was the means by which he obtained 
and retained his marvellous spiritual ^^^1^. "^^^ 
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did not look to the Holy Spirit to supply that 
knowledge which can only be obtained by study, or 
to give skill in its use, which is only the result of 
faithful practice. Wesley's Hymns, The Ptlgrim'g 
Progress^ The Holy War, The Practice of Piety, and 
The Saints^ Everlasting Rest were his fayourite books. 
These were made subservient to the great conflict 
with sin and Satan, of which he never lost sight. 
He sometimes termed them his * small arms,' and 
the Bible his * artillery.' He was most skilful in 
the use of the latter ; he could sustain each state- 
ment that he made, and repel every objection, by a 
prompt appeal to the written Word. 

On February 21st, 1760, a remarkable and well- 
authenticated incident occurred. John Smith had 
been engaged in prayer in a bam, from which he 
quickly returned home, greatly agitated, saying to 
his wife as he entered: 'Mary, the French have 
just landed in the North.' This was repeated, and 
it soon spread over the town, giving rise to con- 
siderable talk. One of the local authorities, having 
heard the report, sent for 'the seer,' and repri- 
manded him for disturbing the public tranquillity 
by exciting a needless alarm. He was asked how 
he could know that such an event had taken place, 
the town being distant from any Northern port. 
John Smith replied that he was sure his statement 
was correct, and he was willing to remain in custody 
till the fact should be ascertained. A few hours 
after this interview intelligence arrived that the 
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Prench Admiral, Thurot, had landed, at Carrick- 
fergus, a body of soldiers, commanded by General 
Gayignac, who had taken possession of the town. 

It afterwards appeared that Thurot had received 
one thousand men from the French King's guard, 
with orders to land them in the North of Ireland 
at the same time that M. de Conflans landed in the 
South. A storm had driven him up to Norway, 
from whence he could not get away till his ships 
were much damaged and his provisions consumed. 
Afterwards another storm drove him to 66° North 
latitude, whence he did not get back to Carrick 
Bay, till all on board were almost famished, having 
only an ounce of bread a day for each man. They 
then landed merely to procure provisions. As they 
marched into Carrickfergus the garrison fired on 
them, so that one of their generals was wounded, 
and a young marquis killed. The defenders of the 
castle then desired a parley, and agreed to furnish 
their assailants with provisions in six hours. This, 
however, they could not do, there not being enough 
in the town, so that they had to send to Belfast. 

But the poor Frenchmen could not wait for this 
supply, and began to help themselves to whatever 
food was to be obtained. They were even glad of 
raw oats to satisfy the cravings of hunger, but they 
did not molest or ofEend man, woman, or child. 
Thurot himself said he had not slept nor tasted 
anythingfor forty-eight hours. After they returned 
to their ships they were detained in the bay five 

7 ^ 
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days, by contrary winds, and the day after they 
sailed they were met by three English frigates, when 
an action ensued. Thurot and several of his men 
were killed, and the rest taken prisoners. 

This time, when the terror of invasion filled the 
minds of the people, was r^arded by John Smith 
as a favourable opportunity for calling them to flee 
to Christ for refuge ; he hastened from house to 
house, warning the inmates of the danger of eternal 
death. No doubt the feeling excited in the town 
by the confirmation of his singular statement with 
regard to the French landing greatly added to his 
influence. So deep and general was the impression 
made by his labours, that when Mr. Wesley paid 
his second visit to Cootehill (May 13th, 1760), and 
preached in the Market-house, nearly all the Pro- 
testants in the town were present. {Joturrwl^ More 
important good, however, than a mere interest in 
religious services resulted from the fervent efforts 
of John Smith ; great numbers were converted to 
Gk>d. Encouraged by these successes, he continued 
for some years earnestly and faithfully to work for 
Christ in his own neighbourhood. Some who then 
professed to receive spiritual good filled important 
and useful positions in the church. Thirty years 
after John Smith had passed home, some of tiie 
most devoted members of the Society at Cootehill 
referred to him as the instrument of their con- 
version. 
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9 MOItE extensive sphere of usefuInesB 
BOOH opened to John Smith, for which 
he was specially adapted. Mr. Wealey, 
having recognized in Mm a peculiar 
fitness for evangeUatic work, and hav- 
ng ascertained that a largu district of 
coimtry, embracing the counties of Monar 
ghau, Cavan, Fermanagh and Tyrone, was in a state 
of Bpiritual destitution, wrote, about the autumn of 
1766, appointing him to work in this vast field as 
a Methodist preacher. John Smith, r^arding this 
communication as a call from God, gave up busi- 
neaB, and entered heartily into the work. 

He commenced his labours in this new capacity 
in Fermanagh. In April, 1762, Mr. Wesley had 
passed through the county, en route from Gootehill 
to Sligo, and stopped a night at a place called Oar- 
rickbeg ; but it does not appear that Methgdism had 
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gained any footing in this districfc of country. The 
first place yisited by John Smith was Tonyloman, 
about fiye miles south of Enniskillen. During the 
first serrice which he held there, or at its dose, one 
of the hearers cried out, ^This is a messenger of 
Gtxi, and his doctrine is the doctrine of heaven. I 
once felt the pardoning love of Ood, and, blessed be 
His Name ! He has recalled the wandering sheep.' 
The speaker was William Price, familiarly called 
'Unde "Will*; his history deserves special notice. 
When a young man he enlisted in the Enniskillen 
Dragoons, went with his regiment to Flanders, and 
fought at the battles of Dettingen and Fontenoy. 
He was brought to experience the power of religion 
through the zealous exertions of John Haime. On 
one occasion when the regiment was drawn up and 
the cannon began to play upon them, the words of 
the Psalmist were suggested to the mind of Price : 
*• A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand 
at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee'; 
and filled his soul with love and peace. He escaped 
unhurt, and in 1748, at the end of the war, returned 
to Fermanagh, where he endeavoured to lead his 
friends to a saving knowledge of the truth ; but his 
words appeared to them as idle tales. Discouraged 
by lack of success, and being without one pious 
acquaintance, his love grew cold; but the forceful 
preaching of John Smith revived the faith and fer- 
vour of former days. The old soldier prevailed on 
Thomas Price — ^who appears to have been his son, — 
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with whom he lived, to invite the preacher to his 
house, and used his best exertions to collect his 
friends and neighbours to hear him. Only a few 
attended at first, amongst whom were two sons of a 
cousin of William Price, named Nehemiah and John 
Price, who thus received their earliest religious im- 
pressions. The former describes John Smith as ^ a 
plain, blunt man, of undaunted courage, fervent 
zeal and great diligence. He always had a word for 
saints as well as sinners. He had a powerful gift 
of prayer, and GKxl crowned his labours with signal 
success.'* 

John Smith continued to visit Tonyloman as he 
had opportunity, preaching to increasing congrega- 
tions. His fearless and fervent proclamation of the 
truth, accompanied by the power of the Holy Q-host, 
reached the hearts of the people, many of whom 
were greatly convulsed and prostrated in body, as 
well as deeply agitated in mind: some fell suddenly 
to the ground, as if struck by lightning, praying and 
groaning for mercy. Frequently the devoted Evan- 
gelist had to cease preaching, unable to proceed on 
account of the cries for salvation, and then he had 
recourse to prayer, pleading mightily on behalf of 
the penitents, until prayer was turned into praise. 
It was not unusual for twenty or thirty to be con- 
verted during one service. As the result of these 
labours a Society was formed, which became a centre 
of gracious influence to the surrounding country. 

* PrimUioe Wedeyan-Methodist JUagazine, 1827, p. 56. 
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The leader of this first class was old "William Price, 
and among its first members were at least four 
young men, who afterwards proved useful Metho- 
dist preachers — ^Nehemiah and John Price, Robert 
Armstrong and John Mayly. 

Among those brought to the knowledge of Gt)d 
about this time in the adjacent country was Mr. 
Hugh Drennan, of Skea — ^a man of strong under- 
standing and sound judgment, and well-known to 
the venerable father of Methodism, with whom he 
corresponded, and by whom he was highly esteemed. 
Hugh Drennan discharged the duties of leader and 
circuit-steward faithfully, wielding considerable in- 
fluence in the neighbourhood, in the promotion of 
the kingdom of Christ, and in the maintenance of 
Christian unity in the church for more than fifty 
years.* 

Some young men from Tonyloman visited the 
neighbourhood of Florence Court, and were instru- 
mental in preparing the way for the preacher. 
Amongst the first here brought to the saving kilow- 
ledge of the truth was Miss Shanklin, who became 
a most devoted Christian. She lived with a sister 
who was married to Mr. Little, a respectable 
farmer; and being a woman of good sense, exer- 
cised a considerable influence in the family circle. 
The preacher was invited to their house, where he 
and his successors ever after had a hospitable wel- 
come > the family received much spiritual good; 
* IrUh Evangelist, 1860, pp. 105-6. 
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and their sober industrious habits secured the esteem 
of their neighbours.* 

But of those who in this neighbourhood were 
brought under the influence of Methodism at this 
early period the most noteworthy was Daniel 
Bradshaw, Esq. He was a lineal descendant of 
the pious Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, and in 1765, 
when about twenty years of age, purchased, and 
made his residence at Violet Hill, where he was on 
friendly terms with the noble family of Cole. Here 
he became acquainted with the Methodists ; and 
through the Divine blessing on their efforts became 
anxious about his soul. Lord Mountflorence, after- 
wards Earl of Enniskillen, observing the change in his 
Spirit, determined to draw him away from associa- 
tion with those who had caused this, as he thought, 
unnecessary seriousness ; and with this object in- 
vited him to an entertainment at his house, to which 
Mr. Bradshaw went very reluctantly. But as soon as 
the frivolous amusements of the evening began, he 
slipped away, went to the usual preaching service* 
and before it concluded was enabled to believe with 
the heart unto righteousness. He immediately 
joined the Society, was soon appointed a Class 
Leader, and opened his house for the preaching of 
the Gospel. Li time that neighbourhood presented 
a changed appearance, new Classes were formed, and 
the once Sabbath-breaking country became a land 
of prayer and praise. Lord Mountflorence and his 
* IrWk Evangdut, 1861, p. 138. 
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family, seeing the great moral transfonnatioii in the 
people, became favourable to Methodism, and his 
descendants have continued so to the present day. 
Mr. Bradshaw also during a long life gave clear 
and strong evidence of his deep love for Q-od and 
sincere attachment to the Society.* 

The parish of Clones, the greater part of which 
is in Fermanagh, at the time when John Smith 
began his labours, was in a most destitute state as 
to religious instruction ; being ten miles in length, 
and from six to seven in breadth, with only one 
church, not sufficiently large to afford accommoda- 
tion even for the people of the town. Only one 
service was held during the week, on Sunday at 
noon, and very few of the rural population attended. 
Those who resided at the distance of four or five 
miles, never saw the Minister at their houses, and 
very seldom had any intercourse with him, unless 
at marriages or christenings. In some families a 
chapter or two of the Divine Word was read on the 
Sabbath, but by far the greater number seldom en- 
joyed even this advantage. In the midst of this 
moral and spiritual wilderness John Smith opened 
his commission in the house of Mr. George Nicholl, 
a respectable farmer, who lived at Ejiappagh. A 
large congregation assembled, and listened with 
respectful attention. Other meetings were held in 
the course of time, and the Word reached the hearts 

♦ Primitive Wedeyan-Methodist Magazine^ 1852, pp. 817-19; 
and IrUik Evangdia, 1861, p. 138. 
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of several who were led to join the Society. Among 
these were John Armstrong, of Lisrace, and John 
and James Clarke, of Gortrasna. John Armstrong's 
two sons, Sobert and William, were converted to 
Qt)d subsequently. In a few years afterwards they 
removed to Kilmore, in the county of Cavan, where 
Bobert was a schoolmaster and clerk of the parish 
church. He was a useful Class Leader, and was 
much respected as a steady Christian. In 1795 or 
1796, both brothers removed to Drogheda, where 
Bobert was, for many years, a successful and influ- 
ential Leader. 

John and James Clarke had both large families. 
James invited the preachers to his house, where, 
during his life, they found a comfortable home, and 
ever since they have been received by his descendants, 
and John's also, as ministers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Both families became strongly attached to 
the doctrines and discipline of Methodism. Great 
care was taken to impress the minds of their children 
with similar sentiments, and not in vain, several of 
the descendants of these good men, of the fourth 
generation, being now in close communion with the 
Methodist Church in Great Britain, Ireland, and in 
America. The Eev. William Ferguson was grandson 
of John Clarke, and the first Methodist meeting at 
which he was present was held in the house of his 
grandfather, to which he was carried in the arms of his 
motiier. From the time of his earliest recollections 
tiiey had the preacher once a fortnight, and prayer- 
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meetings twice on Sunday, and twice in the course 
of the week. These meetings were regularly at- 
tended by all the children and grandchildren of 
both families who were able to do so, and they were 
often favoured with gracious visitations from on. 
high.* 

The town'and neighbourhood of Newtown-Butler 
were visited shortly after the introduction of Metho- 
dism into the eastern part of the county. In 
several places round the preacher was cordially wel- 
comed. One of the first who were brought to a 
saving knowledge of God was Andrew Thompson, 
of Comabrass, a respectable farmer, and brother of 
the Eev. William Thompson, the first President of 
the Conference after the death of Mr. Wesley. As a 
Class Leader he was most faithful and efficient. His 
religion burned as a pure flame of love ; and he was 
^instant in season, out of season' to speak a word 
for God. For years the spiritual state of his chil- 
dren gave him great concern, particularly that of 
his eldest son, who continued to walk in the ways 
of sin ; the holy life and pious instructions of his 
parents apparently producing no impression on his 
obdurate heart. His father, however, continued to 
pray for him; and, after sixteen years' pleading 
with God on his behalf, his prayers were answered. 
In 1785, this young man went to Belturbet to sell 
wheat. Meeting with some little delay, after de- 
livering the groin, before he received payment, he 

• Iriih, Evanffdisty 1861, p. 147. 
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took a walk by the river's side, when he saw a 
young woman washing clothes, and accosted her in 
a light and trifling manner. She replied with the 
utmost seriousness, and her words reached his heart, 
so that he returned home an altered man. After 
some months of deep concern, he obtained peace 
through believing, and continued, during a long life, 
to walk in the way of holiness. His brother and 
two sisters also found the Lord, and the stream o£ 
gracious influence has continued through the fol- 
lowing generations to the present day.* 

Another family that during this year and in this 
neighbourhood cordially welcomed the Evangelist, 
was that of Mr. George Armstrong of Eatoul, 
who for nearly fifty years laboured iu the Lord's 
vineyard with acceptance and success, and whose 
descendants have been heartily identified with 
Methodism. 

* /m^ Evangdistj 1861, p. 147. 



CHAPTER IV. 
THE COUNTY OF CAVANt 1766-67. 

^ N the 17th of July, 1756, Mr. Wesley, 
who was itccompaDied by Mr. Walsh, 
' pT«ached at Ballybeg, near Drumcree, 
I in Weetmeoth, 'Where," he says, *we 
found a little company of earnest people, 
most of them rejoicing in the Iotb of God. 
To these were added a few from the county 
of Cavan. Joseph Chartea going thither some time 
since on temporal businees, occasionally spoke of 
the things of God. Many believed his report, and 
some found his words "the power of God unto 
salvatioa." ' (Journal.) Such is the brief and dmpfe 
account of the introduction of Methodism into 
Kilmore, in the parish of Killiutere. 

Amongst those who, at this early period, became 
more or leas connected with Methodism here, were 
Messrs. Henry and Eobert Brooke, who, up to 
1758, resided in the neighbourhood at Bantavan. 
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The former was the author of The Fool of Quality,* 
Qustavus Vasa, and numerous other popular works. 
Although his theology was not thoroughly Wes- 
leyan, he heartily sympathized with Methodism, to 
which he was much indebted. The following in- 
cident illustrates his readiness and power. One 
Sunday, the congregation assembled in the parish 
church, awaited a long time the arrival of the 
clergyman. At last they requested Mr. Brooke to 
conduct the service, which he consented to do. 
Having read the prayers, he opened the Bible, and 
preached extempore on the first text that arrested 
his attention. In the middle of his discourse the 
Bector arrived, and found the whole congregation 
melted into tears. Mr. Eobert Brooke became a 
member of the Methodist Society, and in this respect 
his three children followed his example : Henry, the 
eldest son, being for about forty years one of the 
leading Methodists in Dublin. Robert, the second 
son, a colonel in the army, founded the town of 
Prosperous, County Kildare, in 1775, to which 
Mr. Wesley and his preachers were invited, and 
every facility was afforded them for preaching the 
Gospel. Thomas Digby, the youngest son, was 
also connected with the Dublin Society .t 

♦ Abridged by Mr. Wesley, and published by him under 
the title, Henry, Earl of Mordand; and re-edited by the 
Rev. R. S. Brooke, D.D., with an introduction written by the 
Rev. Charles Eingsley. 

\ lUcdUectiom of the Irish Church, By the Rev. R. S. 
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At Kilmore also, about 1761-3, Eobert Straw- 
bridge, the pioneer of Methodism in Maryland, 
frequently preached, and for many years aftor the 
people were accustomed to speak of him as a man 
of devoted purity and considerable preaching 
ability.* 

Reference has been made to the introduction of 
Methodism into Cootehill, in Cavan, in 1758 ; there 
is no satisfactory reason for believing that previous 
to the time when John Smith began his labours as 
a Methodist Preacher, the Society had obtained a 
permanent footing in any other part of the county. 
In 1766, however, in connection with the zealous 
and faithful labours of John Smith, a large number 
of Societies were formed, including those at Mulla- 
lougher, Killashandra, Bawnboy, Belturbet, Cava- 
nagh, Ballyconnell, Swanlinbar, Fumaceland and 
Gortnaleg. Early in the year, as John Smith 
travelled between Clones and Ballybay, seeing a 
man lying on the road-side asleep, he awoke him, 
and found that he had been drunk and had Iain 
there all night, having spent all his money and 
parted with most of his clothes. John Smith 
brought before him earnestly the wickedness and 
danger of his course, and then prayed with him. 
As he pleaded with God the poor inebriate wept in 

Brooke, D.D. Second Series; and lAft of Henry Brooke, 
By Dr. D'Olier. 

* History of the Methodist Episcopal Churchy America, By 
Abel Stevens, LL.D. Vol. i., p. 17. 



THE COUNTY OF CAVAN: 1766—67. 31 

penitence of spirit. That man was John Bredin, a 
Boman Catholic schoolmaster, who lived at TiiUyvin, 
about three miles from Oootehill. He accompanied 
John Smith round the Cirouit, and soon obtained a 
sense of sins forgiven.* 

The young convert felt an earnest desire to lead 
others to a saving knowledge of Christ ; and with 
this end visited Mrs. Maguire, of Mullalougher, 
whom he had previously known. He spoke to her 
of what the Lord had done for him, and his words 
sank deep into her heart. On leaving, he promised 
to return on the following Sabbath, and pray with 
any persons that would be present; but before 
Sunday came the people of the neighbourhood 
tauntingly spoke of him as a Methodist, and Mr. 
Maguire refused to let him pray in the house. A 
poor neighbour, however, gave a hearty invitation 
to Good's servant, and Mrs. Maguire went to hear 
him. Mr. Maguire following to bring her back, 
arrived during prayer. He went in, and wishing to 
escape observation, knelt down, and was deeply 
convinced of sin. When the young convert con- 
cluded his address to the Throne of Grace, Mr. 
Maguire went forward to him, in great distress, 
requested an interest in his prayers, and invited 
biTTi to his house on the next Sabbath. Mr. Bredin 
went, and having sung and prayed, left a copy of 



* Unpublished MS. by J. G. H., in the possession of the 
Rev. W. G. Campbell, A.M. 
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the Eules of the Society.* During the following 
week John Smith preached twice on each of two 
days, at Mr. Maguire's to crowded congregations, 
and such was the influence which accompanied his 
preaching that thirty-three persons gave their 
names as willing to become members of the Metho- 
dist Society; among whom was Mrs. Maguire's 
*poor, aged, blind mother,' who some time after 
was enabled to say : * I am seventy-seven years old, 
and was only bom this day.' 

The struggling cause at Mullalougher met with 
much persecution ; frequently the house was sur- 
rounded during the service by wicked men, who caused 
much disturbance. On one occasion an unusually 
large number of these assembled, some of whom 
fired guns near the house, and others threw stones 
at the windows. At length the ringleader of the 
mob opened the door, and his attention was imme- 
diately arrested by the words: 'Hark! how they 
clamour for His blood ! * which the congregation 
were singing. He stopped, and the enquiry at 
once arose in his mind: *Am I clamouring for 
His blood?' Those behind him urged him to go 
in; but he, with the cowardice of a guilty con- 
science, turning round ran off, pursued by his com- 

* Mr. Bredin was called into the Methodist ministry in 
1769 : and, having travelled in various Circuits in Great 
Britsdn and Ireland, settled in Belfast, where he died in 1819. 
His talents and usefulness were considerable ; through his 
instrumentality Dr. Adam Clarke became a preacher. 
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panioQSy who threatened to treat him worse than 
thej intended to treat the preacher. The Metho- 
dists were frequently beaten, and in other ways 
ill-treated; but, owing to the interference of the 
civil authorities, they at length obtained protection. 
During this period a farmer, named John Scott, 
also opened his house at Mullalougher for preach- 
ing. Subsequently Mr. Wesley frequently visited 
this neighbourhood, and on one occasion the 
Society assembled at a place through which they 
knew he was to pass, on his way to Clones, * Where,' 
says the good man, * I had to alight from my 
carriage, and unite with them in supplicating at the 
Throne of Grace.' * 

In 1777, Mr. Maguire, with his family, removed 
to Dublin, where two of his sons, Thomas and 
William, were converted, and were for many years 
active and efficient office-bearers of the Society. 
The latter, Mr. W. Maguire, was father of the 
popular evangelical clergyman the Eev. Eobert 
Maguire, D.D., of London. 

Once, as John Smith was about to ride through 
Swanlinbar, he observed a bridle-path, near the 
bridge, at the entrance to the village, leading to 
a hamlet at the foot of a hill, and determined, in 
the strength of the Lord, to turn aside and warn 
the people there of impending and everlasting 
misery. As he proceeded to carry out his inten- 

♦ Mf£had,Uit Magazine, Dublin, 1813, p. 36-7 ; and Primitive 
Wealeyan'Methodiat Magazine, 1845, pp. 26-37. 

. 3 
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tion, lie heard, he narrates, a sudden noise like 
that of a violent whirlwind, and then a terrible 
voice shouting in his ears: 'Go back, go back, 
thou old knave ! thou shalt do no good where thou 
intendest ; I will be there before thee/ He firmly 
answered what he believed to be the devil : ' Thou 
liest, Satan, thou enemy of Christ and His servants. 
In His might I will go, and fear neither thee, nor 
all thy host.' Animated thus by strong faith, and 
without any uneasy apprehension, he went on, 
alighted at the door of one of the houses, soon 
collected the people around him, sang a hymn, 
prayed, and preached ; and although at first some 
mocked, and all were astonished, soon the power 
of the Holy G-host descended on the hearers, 
prompting the earnest cry for mercy, and enabling 
many to lay hold, in childlike confidence, on a 
present Saviour. A large class was formed, called 
the Furnaceland Society, amongst whom the work 
of God prospered. 

On another day, as John Smith rode between 
Bawnboy and Swanlinbar, he saw two or three 
hundred persons on the side of a hill some dis- 
tance from the road, dancing, shouting, and in 
other ways amusing themselves. He stopped, 
earnestly prayed to Qx>d to give His blessing to 
His word, and rode into the midst of the crowd ; 
upon which the fiddler ceased to play, and the 
people stared in wonder at the stranger, while he 
cried with stentorian and solemn voice : ' O earth, 
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earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord!' All 
were hushed into almost breathless silence, and he 
sang the hymn : ' Behold the Saviour of mankind,' 
etc. 

The simple and pathetic story of redeeming love, 
accompanied by the power of the Spirit, reached 
the hearts of the hearers, many of whom wept 
before the servant of God had ceased to sing. 
He then dismounted, knelt, and poured out his 
soul to GK)d in earnest prayer ; and he had not 
pleaded many minutes when his strong voice was 
lost in the loud and bitter cries of those around 
him. Yet he continued on his knees more than 
an hour, agonizing in prayer on behalf of those 
just awakened to spiritual anxiety, till the Lord 
filled the hearts of more than twenty of them 
with * joy and peace in believing.' 

Li this place a Society was formed of about forty 
persons. 

A blessed revival took place, which extended 
over a large portion of the north-west of the 
county of Cavan, was accompanied by numerous 
cases of physical prostration, and led to the con- 
version of hundreds. 

During this time of heavenly visitation, the work 
encountered cruel opposition, and that, in some 
instances, from quarters whence it was least to be 
expected. 

The first to open his house to receive the servant 
of G-od, in the neighbourhood of Killashandra, was 
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Mr. Thomas Hewitt,* a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, who lived at Castlepoles. Soon after, a 
large Boman Catholic mob collected to attack his 
residence during service, and to beat the members 
of the congregation; but, being opposed by re- 
spectable members of their own Church, they were 
diverted from their purpose. 

On one occasion, when John Smith was riding 
within two or three miles of Killashandra, he was 

met by the Eev. Gr. C , who, in a most insulting 

manner, said to him : * How dare you go about 
preaching, frightening the whole country out of 
their senses, and thinning my congregation ? ' To 
which the Evangelist replied that instead of turning 
the brains of the people, he only endeavoured to 
turn their hearts to the Lord, thus teaching them 

true wisdom. Mr. C , in a rage, called the 

servant of Christ a scoundrel and a canting rascal, 
and horsewhipped him unmercifully. John Smith, 
like his blessed Master, *when he was reviled, re- 
viled not again; when he suffered, he threatened 
not; but committed himself to Him that judgeth 

righteously.' Mr. C rode away foaming with 

rage. Before eight days had expired, his house at 
Killygowan took fire during the night, and it was 

* His son and namesake, converted some years subse- 
quently, sustained the office of Leader for more than fifty- 
five years ; and his grandson is the Rev. Robert Hewitt, who 
for more than forty years has faithfully and successfully 
laboured in connection with the Irish Conference. 
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with the utmost difficulty that he and his house- 
hold escaped, destitute of everything except the 
clothes they wore. 

One evening as John Smith was conducting a 

service at Mr. G. P ^'s house, near Swanlinbar, 

two young men, who should have heen gentlemen, 
conspired to pull down the preacher, and cast lots 
as to which should take the initiative. The lot fell 
on the more audacious of the two ; but the moment 
he entered the room all his strength and resolution 
forsook him, and he fell on the floor with such vio- 
lence that blood gushed out of his mouth and nose. 
His companion pulled him out, and they staggered 
home, frightened almost out of their senses. In 
order to excuse their failure, they spread the silly 
story that whosoever the preacher looked at through 
his large eye-glass was at once struck into fits. 

The greatest enemy to the work of God in that 

country was Mr. E. E , of Ballymagauran, who 

held the Commission of the Peace. He used his 
utmost energy and influence to intimidate and 
crush the little Society. He formed a gang of the 
worst characters in the neighbourhood, of which he 
was the ringleader, who assaulted ' Swaddler John 
and his followers,' as the Methodists were termed, 
as they went to, were present at, or returned from 
their meetings, and even in their houses, or when 
at work in the fields : they did not hesitate to make 
false accusations against this persecuted people, and 
Bucoeeded in getting some of them imprisoned. 
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More than once John Smith was thus unjustly 
deprived of liberty. On one occasion he was 

locked up in a house in Swanlinbar by Mr. E , 

who, pistol in hand, threatened death to any one 
who should come near the prisoner. Yet these 
threats did not prevent the people from gathering 
at the window of the room, where the servant of 
God was confined, to converse with and cheer their 
friend. 

As to Mr, E , he passed through a series of 

terrible calamities. He was forsaken by his wife ; 
one of his sons, a promising young man, was torn 
to pieces by a wild beast ; his estate was frittered 
away ; and he himself, having lost his social posi- 
tion, and been superseded in the magistracy, 
wandered about as a vagabond, and died blas- 
pheming G-od. 

The spirit of persecution went further still; it 
aimed at the life of the devoted Evangelist. Fre- 
quently young men, incited by others, conspired for 
the execution of a murderous purpose ; and, having 
drawn lots as to which should perpetrate the deed, 
waylaid their intended victim as he went to his 
appointments ; but he always escaped through the 
care of Providence. Occasionally he received notice, 
and thus avoided his persecutors, and at other times 
God Himself directly interposed on behalf of His 
servant. 

As the first year of John Smith's public ministry 
drew to a close, in the midst of his labours, sue- 
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cesses and persecutions, he was greatly refresl;ied by 
a visit of the venerated father of Methodism. Mr. 
Wesley appears to have been profoundly impressed 
with the genuineness of the work and the Christian 
simplicity of the young converts, who were assem- 
bled from all the country round, including parts of 
the county of Fermanagh. The following is his 
account of this visit : — 

'April 29th, 1767. — ^A little beyond Swanlinbar I found a 
lively congregation of plain country-people, as simple and 
artless as if they had lived upon the Welsh mountains. So 
has Qod "chosen the foolish things of the world to confound 
the wise." 

'April 30th. — Some of the chief persons in the town 
desiring I would give them a sermon there, I went thither in 
the morning. A large room was offered ; but it was quickly 
so fuU and so hot that I was obliged to go out into the street. 
I had hardly named my text, before a poor Papist, at a small 
distance from me, began blowing a horn. But a gentleman, 
stepping up, f natched his horn away, and without ceremony 
knocked him down. In the evening I preached in the coim- 
try again, to a still larger congregation ; and Gk)d made His 
Word quick and powerful. Many were wounded, and many 
comforted.* (Jov/malJ) 

On one of these occasions, at least, Nehemiah 
and John Price, of Tonyloman, were present at the 
invitation of John Smith. The elder brother thus 
describes his impressions : ' We found Mr. "Wesley 
viralking under some shady trees, in his gown and 
bands, and he appeared to me as a being of another 
world. In the course of the day he preached in a 
garden to a numerous and deeply attentive congre- 
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gation. I was much affected by the solemn truths 
which I heard upon that occasion ; I resolved to 
forsake everything that I knew to be wrong, and 
earnestly to seek those blessed privileges which the 
Grospel holds forth to the awakened sinner/ * 

John Smith persevered vigorously in his happy 
work, spreading far and wide the glad tidings of 
salvation. 

♦ Primitive Wedeyan-Methodist Magazine, 1827 p. 67. 



^ N April 29th, 1762, Mr. Wesley arrived 
at Mon^ban, and was nearly arrested 
as a person of questioDable designs. A 
short time previously the first rising of 
the Whiteboys * had taken place in the 
province of Munster, and alarmed the whale 
wantry ; so Mr. Wesley and two of his 
itinerants had scarcely dismounted when some busy 

* It ITU asierted that these men were urged on by French 
and Spaniih emiBaories ; but it goemt more probable that 
distreas was the real cause of the disturbance. The woollan 
tiade bang abolUhed, owing to a vote of the Irish House of 
Commons, there was less employment for the people, and 
even tliis wu further lessened by the diminuttou of tillage, 
as mora land than usual was laid out for grazing. lAndlorda 
also, despite of solemn engagements to tlie contrary, endowd 
ocamnons which previously the tenants were allowed the use 
ol Provoked thus to resentment, and joined by many idlers 
naturally inclined to disturbance, these unhappy people as 
■embled at night in large numbers, in order to obtain redress 
They b^an with breaking down the fences 



k 
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folk informed the Provost that three strange men 
had come to The Kin^s Arms, The Provost and 
his officers proceeded without delay to secure their 
town from danger. Mr. "Wesley was prevented 
from leaving the house, was closely questioned as 
to his doings and intentions, and would have 
suffered at least serious inconvenience from the 
meddling officials, but for two letters he had re- 
cently received, one from the Bishop of Derry, and 
the other from the Earl of Moira. Upon reading 
these the Provost apologized for the trouble he 
had given, and wished the good man a prosperous 
journey. {Journal,) 

The first place in the county of Monaghan into 
which Methodism was introduced was Kilmore, 
near Eockcorry, and the agent was John Smith. It 
was the second place that he visited on entering the 
Itinerancy. His labours were abundantly owned 
of God in the salvation of souls. Among others 
was a teacher of dancing, who, in the presence of 
those who received his instructions, ridiculed the 
idea of such an ignorant man as John Smith at- 

of commons, and therefore were at first called LevdUrt; but 
afterwards got the name of Whiteboys, because they wore 
white linen frocks and white cockades. When their associa- 
tions were regularly formed they bound themselves to each 
other by oath, seized horses and arms, and proceeded to a 
systematic execution of their designs. They houghed cattle, 
and committed acts of cruelty on tithe-proctors and others 
who were the objects of their abhorrence. These lawless 
societies continued in active operation for several years. 
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tempting to preach ; yet went the same evening to 
hear for himself. This resulted in his conversion 
to G-od. 

At one of the meetings here a woman was so 
deeply agitated in mind, and so convulsed in body 
during the powerful prayer of the Evangelist, that 
the people in the neighbourhood seriously consulted 
by what means they should put him to death. One 
man, "W. M*D , was so determined on destroy- 
ing * that conjurer,' as he called the preacher, that 
he sharpened a long clasp-knife, and, having con- 
cealed himself among some bushes close to the path 
on which he knew the zealous itinerant would pass 
on his way to Kilmore, confidently waited his oppor- 
tunity. John Smith was most punctual in attend- 
ing to his appointments. The would-be assassin 
heard his footsteps, and on peering through the 
branches to take a good aim he was suddenly seized 
with terror, the knife fell from his hand, and with 
trembling he came out of his hiding-place, confessed 
his diabolic purpose, and earnestly besought for- 
giveness. The faithful preacher, losing sight of his 
own narrow escape in the thought of the fearful 
danger of the sinner, replied : * Poor man ! let us 
go behind the hedge, and try if God will have 
mercy on you.' They did so, and the Lord heard 
prayer, and transformed the murderer in intention 
into an humble Christian. Meanwhile, the work 
at Kilmore prospered, until about seventy persons 
were received into the Society, 
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Soon after John Smith had preached his first 
sermon in the parish of Clones, the good seed was 
carried eastward to the town, the servant of Gk)d 
laboured there with success, and a society was 
formed, Bichard Kelso and John Kerr, respect- 
able tradesmen, and a young man named Hugh 
Pauls, being among its first members. Bichard 
Kelso entertained Mr. Wesley at his house in 
1775.* Hugh Fauls had also the privilege of 
entertaining Mr. Wesley. So highly did he prize 
the communion of saints that for upwards of seventy 
years, except when ill or from home, he was never 
absent from his class. Once when at a distance on 
business, he rose early on the Sabbath morning, 
went out, and seeing a woman neatly dressed, and 
walking quickly, concluded she was a Methodist; 
he followed her, entered the house into which 
she went, and then found, as he had anticipated, 
a people met to worship G-od, in joining with whom 
in Christian fellowship his spiritual strength was 
renewed, Por many years he went every Sabbath 
morning to Monaghan, a distance of ten miles, to 
meet his class. The estimate in which he was held 
by the founder of Methodism may be judged from 
the fact, that although Mr. Fauls never attempted 
to preach, he was permitted to attend the sittings 
of one of the Conferences.f 

♦ IrUik Evangelist, 1861, p. 193. 

t Primitive WesUyan'Methndist Magazine , 1838, pp. 
05-11. 
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Another converted at this earlj period was a lad 
of fourteen, named "William Boyle, who, two years 
afterwards, was appointed a leader, and four years 
subsequently a local preacher, and who introduced 
Methodism into many districts in the surrounding 
country. When the unfortunate division of 1816 
took place, he identified himself with the Primitive 
Wesleyan-Methodists, and though in his sixty-third 
year, entered the itinerancy in connection with that 
Society. During his religious career, which em- 
braced a period of seventy-six years, he maintained 
an unblemished character, and died in peace in 
June, 1843, aged eighty-nine years.* At the in- 
troduction of Methodism into Clones, an innkeeper 
accommodated the congregations with a bam ; but 
a cottage was afterwards taken in Whitehall Street, 
to which they removed. 

The spiritual prosperity with which Clones was 
favoured at this early period extended to Stone- 
bridge, and several other places in the neighbour- 
hood. At KiUycronaghan, a family named Lemon, 
having received the truth, opened their house for 
preaching ; and in Newbliss, a woman named Cork 
and several of her daughters were converted. The 
Tillage of Drum also partook of the showers of 
blessing that were at this time refreshing the adja- 
cent country, t 

• MinuteB of the Primitive Wesleyan-Methodist Con- 
ference, 1843. 
t Iri%h J^angelistf 1861, p. 193. 
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The earliest event recorded in connection with 
the history of Methodism in Tyrone is a visit paid 
by Mr. Wesley to Omagh in May 1765. Societies 
were formed in the towns of Castle Caulfield and 
Dungannon, in the eastern part of the county, 
during the year 1766-7, by Messrs. James Eea and 
Bobert Williams, the preachers stationed in what 
was then called the "North-east Eound." Mr. 
Wesley, in April, 1767, refers to the Society at 
Castle Caulfield as " the firstfruits of the county," 
and to the members there as being full of spiritual 
life. He also mentions the large congregations at 
Dungannon. 

Another place in Tyrone into which Methodism 
was introduced at this period, was the townland of 
Lislap, near Newtownstewart, which previously was 
in a state of great spiritual destitution. At the 
solicitation of a poor but pious neighbour, Mr. John 
Gray invited to his house John Smith, to whom 
both he and his family became greatly attached, as, 
through his instrumentality, salvation came to their 
house. First the father, then each member of his 
family, as well as some of the servants, and many 
of the neighbours, were made partakers of the 
grace of Grod. This was the beginning of a new 
and happy era throughout that district. The 
wilderness and the solitary place became glad, and 
the desert began to rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. 
A class was formed, of whicli Mi. Qci^^ ^«j& 
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appointed the leader, and the little Christian band 
had great prosperity.* 

During the course of this year, Mrs. Moore, 
whose husband was in the army, heard John Smith 
preach at Belturbet, and realized the gospel as 
preached by him to be the power of God unto her 
salvation. She, with her husband, afterwards re- 
moved to the neighbourhood of Augher, where, 
being desirous of the enjoyment of the ministra- 
tions which had been so blessed to her, she invited 
the devoted evangelist to preach in the town. In 
February, 1767, John Smith responded to her 
invitation, which proved instrumental in intro- 
ducing Methodism into that part of Tyrone. 
Amongst those present on this occasion was a Mr. 
James Smith, who then heard the word of life 
preached for the first time, and Was convinced of 
his sinful condition, and the necessity of giving his 
heart to the Lord. Under these impressions he 
immediately invited the preacher to his house at 
Boughan, and from that time until his death in 1811 , 
he was a liberal and hearty supporter of Method- 
ism. About two months subsequent to John 
Smith's first sermon at Eoughan, a class was formed 
by Mr. Thomas Brisco,t of which James Smith 
was appointed the leader. This office he filled with 

• Primitive Wesleycm'Methadist Magazine, 1869, pp. 
24-5. 

t Mr. Wesley having seen the extensive and laborious field 
in which the evangelist was working, sent Mx.BtvsAK^is^^Ks^ 
AthloDe to aasist him during the T«m:^<^«i oi\Xi^^^»£« 
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acceptance for many years, being a man of deep 
piety, much power in prayer, and of that strong 
faith which looks for and obtains direct fruit. At 
this early period he had to endure many trials and 
much persecution, on account of his religious pro- 
fession ; but by Divine grace proved to be an 
example of meekness and uprightness, of zeal and 
perseverance. The quarterly meetings in that part 
of the circuit in which he lived were held in his 
house until a chapel was built. He died rejoicing 
in a bright and glorious prospect of his heavenly 
inheritance.* 

Such was the generally favourable impression 
made by the labours of John Smith at Augher, 
that when Mr. Wesley visited the town in April 
(1767), and preached in the castle-yard — the use 
of which was doubtless obtained by Mr. Moore — 
the congregations were both "large and deeply 
serious.'* About this period John Smith seems to 
have been instrumental m forming a society in the 
neighbourhood of Augnacloy, where Mr. "Wesley 
also preached in May, 1767. 

On the 2nd of April, 1767, Mr. Wesley wrote 
from Sligo to Mrs. Crosby, of London, a letter in 
which he states his ifbpressions with regard to the 
work and the preachers in the province he had just 
left. The following is his language : ' There is an 
amazing increase of the work of G-od within these 
few months in the North of Ireland. And no 
* Methodist MagazvM^ DuWin, 1^1^, ^^. 40-1, 
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wonder ; for the five preachers, who have laboured 
there, are all men devoted to G-od — men of a single 
eye, whose whole heart is in the work, 

* " And constantly trample On pleasure and pain." ' * 

The part performed by John Smith, one of the 
five, during this the first year of his itinerancy, was 
certainly of no ordinary character, either in its 
nature or its results. To realize this, it should be 
remembered that the field was in many respects 
most unpromising; it was very extensive, about 
sixty miles square, and the people amongst whom 
he laboured were in general poor, illiterate and 
ignorant of the first principles of the G-ospel. None 
can tell what he must have suffered from exposure 
and want in the early part of the year, when 
preaching-places were few. Often, like his Re- 
deemer, he had not where to lay his head. And 
when doors of usefulness opened in all directions, 
still greater suffering awaited him from privations 
and persecution ; t not to refer to the tremendous 
strain on his physical strength arising from fre- 

♦ Wesley's WorkSf Fifth Edition, 8vo., vol. xii, p. 355. 
The date printed is, * Sligo, May 2nd, 1766 ' ; but this is 
evidently an error, for Mr. Wesley was not in Ireland in 
1 766, and there were only two preachers stationed then in 
the North of Ireland. But Mr. Wesley was in Sligo on 
May 2ud, 1767, and at this time there were five preachers in 
Ulster. 

Some idea of the nature of these is given by John Dillon, 
who succeeded John Smith on this Circuit. ^^^ Axmrnufc-tv 
Magazine, 1783, p. 616. 
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quent and protracted services, at which he often 
continued speaking and singing for eight hours 
almost without intermission. At times for an 
entire week he scarcely rested day or night ; in sun- 
shine and shower, travelling over marshes and bogs, 
rocks and mountains, praying, preaching, and 
singing. But G-od had blessed him with a stalwart 
frame, a powerful voice, and a brave spirit, ever 
ready to 'endure hardness, as a good soldier of 
Jesus Christ.' During the greater part of the 
year,* he was left without a fellow-labourer, there 
being only four other Methodist preachers stationed 
in the province of Ulster ; two in the north-west, 
with Londonderry as their centre ; and two in the 
north-east, with Newry as their head-quarters, 
while he was alone in the south. It should also 
be borne in mind that this brave worker was with- 
out educational advantages ; but this lack was more 
than compensated by the Holy Spirit, Who spoke 
through him to the hearts of his hearers. 

jS^o connected history of the glorious work which 
took place was written by the only person who was 
familiar with all its details, and no one else ever 
attempted it. Incidental allusions are all that are 
available now, but even from these it is evident 
that, notwithstanding the almost insuperable di£&- 

* Mr. Wesley in the course of the spring sent two addi- 
tional preachers to Ulster, one to the north-east, and the other 
to aaaiBt John ^mith. 



MONAGHAN AND TYRONE: 1766-67. 51 

culties John Smith had to contend with, the success 
which crowned his labours has been rarely surpassed. 
There could not have been fewer than five hundred 
souls converted to God by his ministry during the 
year. Many of these, probably, did not identify 
themselves with Methodism. Possibly in part from 
his lack of education, but chiefly from the want of 
persons of experience qualified to watch over and 
instruct the young converts, the work of organiza- 
tion was left very much to the Preachers who 
immediately succeeded him. But if some of those 
brought to the Saviour were lost to Methodism, 
they were a blessing to the respective Churches with 
which they were connected. Arrangements were 
made, however, in thirty-six places for the young 
converts and the anxious inquirers to meet to- 
gether for fellowship and prayer; and thus Societies 
were formed, which subsequently were duly con- 
stituted. 

Sudden and widespread as was this wonderful 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the work was genuine, 
deep and permanent. So marked was the change 
in the character and conduct of the people, that 
some of the most determined opponents of the work 
were constrained to acknowledge the hand of G-od. 
A few of the converts, it is true, proved unfaithful, 
but the larger proportion — some for a long period — 
' witnessed a good confession' in life, and triumphed 
over the last enemy. Even if the names of all thes.^ 
were forthcoming, the record woxiiii ^^^ «si «ss^^^- 



^ 
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inglj inadequate idea of the results of this gracious 
work. 

The seed of Diyine truth, as sown bj John Smith, 
possessed a marrellous power of reproduction. All 
those who receiyed it in ' honest and good hearts' 
hare long since passed to their eternal reward, but 
the fruit still exists in their children and spiritual 
offspring to the third and fourth generation. Up- 
wards of twenty of those converted through the 
instrumentality of John Smith became Methodist 
preachers.* The connection between the seed sown 
more than a century ago and the fruit now manifest 
may, in some instances, be distinctly traced, and 
though, in most cases, it is hidden, it is there ; and 
thus the good done still hves, and will live in 
blessing to generations yet unborn. 

What a striking instance is here of the vast 

amount of moral and spiritual good which may be 

effected by the humblest Christian, notwithstanding 

the most formidable obstacles ! He needs but to be 

' filled with the Spirit ' in order to accomplish a 

great and glorious work. Now, there are many 

thousands of Christians possessing much greater 

wealth, culture, and influence, and not having to 

contend with the same prejudice and persecution, 

yet their success in winning souls falls far short of 

that realized by men of far humbler attainments. 

How is this? The obstacles are such as riches* 

mental talent, or social position cannot possibly re- 

* Mylea' Chronologiedl flirtory, p. 1S5. 
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move. It is not by these that the Lord's work is 
done, but by the living energy of the Holy G-host. 
Let not, then, Christian workers be too solicitous 
about the mere external equipments, however im- 
portant they may be, or endeavour by elaborate 
organizakion to compensate for the lack of spiritual 
power ; but rather, by patient waiting on God in 
earnest, believing prayer, seek the all-important 
qualification for Christian usefulness. And then, 
clad in the panoply Divine, with hearts glowing with 
love to Christ, and lips touched with hallowed fire, 
they shall speak, so that others shall not be ' able to 
resist,' and the feeblest * shall be as David; and the 
house of Dayid as Q-od, as the angel of the Lord.' 



CHAPTEE VI. 
THE ARMAGH CIRCUIT: 1767-68. 

r T the close of the Methodistic year 1766- 
, Joha Smith rode to Dublin, to 
f^'^'.^ljJJ attend, for the first time, the sittings of 
fe?ii^ 31 the Methodist Conference. A short 
time previously, Mr, Wesley wrote the 
foLowing lett«r to the printer of the Frte- 
~' mans Journal, which, as it affords an example 
of the opposition the early preachers had to contend 
with ia the metropolis, and as it has not been pub- 
lished since it appeared in print at the time, ia now 
inserted: — 

' Sib, — Two or three days ago, I was desired to read 
a letter printed in the Duhlin Mermry of June 27th. 
I cannot possibly believe what I have heard strongly 
asserted, that the author is a clergyman of our own 
church i the slander is so dull, so trite, so barefaced, 
and clothed in so base, nngenteel. Billingsgate lan- 
guAgei. " Cursed gospel gossip," " sanctified devils," 
"seoundreia, canting, hypociitical ^ilWrnB" — taaya 
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are some of the flowers which he strews abroad with 
no sparing hand. The writer, therefore, must needs 
be one of the lowest class, as void of learning and 
good manners as even of conscience. 

*His wonderful tale confutes itself. "At the 
last lovefeast, at midnight, she fell into a trance." 
Expade Herculem, Let. every man judge of the rest 
bv this : none of our lovefeasts last till midnight, 
no, nor till ten, rarely tiU nine, o'clock. But the 
poor man confounds a lovefeast with a watch-night 
(at which the service does usually continue till 
midnight or a little longer), knowing just as much 
of one as the other. 

*I call on him, if he does "carry on a considerable 
trade in the city," or any trade at all (except, perhaps, 
that of retailing whiskey, or crying bloody murder 
through the streets), to give up his name and place 
of abode, with the name of the curate whom he 
brought to reason with his wife. No evasion here 
can be received. Unless this be done without 
delay, all candid men will believe the whole story to 
be a senseless and harmless slander. 

* If Mr. B (with whom I had formerly the 

pleasure of conversing at his own house, and who 
behaved like a gentleman and a Christian) had 
objections to me or my fellow-labourers, he would 
not have proposed them in such a manner. He 
would have spoken (in private or in public) as a 
gentleman to a gentleman, and I would have an- 
swered him plainly and direeVYy. '\iA^^^> ^ «ss^ 
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readj to give any man of understanding a reason 
of the hope that is in me, that I have a conscience 
Toid of offence towards God and towards men. 
' I am, 

* Tour hnmble servant, 

* JoHX Weslet.* 

* Wkiitfrxan Street, 

^Jvly^th, 1767.' 

In the metropolis, John Smith met with Mrs. 
Dorothea King, and probably was the guest of her 
father, Mr. John Garret, of whom Mr. Wesley says 
he was ' one of the most lovely old men I ever 
saw.' Mrs. King was a lady of most attractive 
appearance, cultivated intellect, and Christian 
spirit. Notwithstanding the lack of education 
and the uncultivated manner of the evangelist, he 
and Mrs. King, being one in thorough consecration 
to the cause of the Eedeemer, were led to entertain 
for each other the highest esteem and warmest 
Christian affection. 

One of the only two letters written by John 
Smith now accessible, was addressed to this excel- 
lent lady. 

The Conference met on the 22nd and 23rd of 
July. John Smith here met several of that band of 
devoted itinerants whom he had only known pre- 
viously by reputation, as well as others with whom 
he had formerly been acquainted. Although, he 
had not been called into the work until after the 

* Dublin, Freeman's J<yamal^ July lU\i, n^l. 
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English Conference of 1766, he was received as 
having travelled one year. For the first time a 
return of the members in Society was made for 
publication, the total in Ireland being two thousand 
eight hundred and one. As details are not given, 
no idea can be formed as to how many of these 
were from the new Circuit represented by John 
Smith ; but it is clear that the numerous fields of 
usefulness he had opened and prepared, as well as 
the success of the preachers on *the North -East 
Bound,' involved the employment of additional 
labourers. Instead of four preachers being ap- 
pointed to Ulster, as at the previous English Con- 
ference, seven were now sent. , The two ' Eounds ' 
were retained, but their limits were enlarged and 
their names changed. The entire province was thus 
divided into two vast Circuits, which might have 
been appropriately designated the north-west and 
the south-east; John Smith being appointed to 
the latter. The day after Conference was observed 
as a day of fasting and prayer, and concluded with 
a public service in Whitefriars Street Chapel, which 
continued until after midnight. It was conducted 
by Mr. Wesley, who refers to it as the most solemn 
Watchnight he remembered in Ireland. 

Eefreshed and encouraged by his sojourn in 
Dublin, John Smith soon entered into his new 
sphere of congenial and hallowed work. The head 
of the Circuit was Armagh, where a ^o^iv^^^ Va^ 
been formed about three monttia ^T«s\.o^^s^'^^^i^a^^^ 
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noteworthy circumstances. Mr. Wesley had preached 
at Clonmain on the 14th of April, and there were 
present Mr. and Mrs. Eussell, of the neighbouring 
city. The latter had obtained the sense of pardon 
while attending meetings held by Methodist preachers 
at Athlone ; and hearing of Mr. "Wesley's intention 
to preach within a few miles of her residence, was 
most anxious to see and hear hitn ; but her husband 
was unwilling that she should be identified with 
a system which he considered disreputable. At 
length, by the advice of a friend, he consented, and 
resolved to accompany her that he might judge for 
himself. What he heard so completely removed 
his prejudices that, at the close of the service, he 
invited Mr. Wesley to stop at his house. The 
invitation was at once accepted, and an appoint- 
ment made for preaching in the market-house of 
the archiepiscopal city on the following day. The 
father of Methodism, however, was not permitted 
by the sovereign of Armagh to use the public 
building. This prohibition led to a request from 
Mr. M'Gough, one of the chief merchants of this 
city, to preach in his avenue. Immediately after 
the service, a Class was formed, of which Mrs. 
Eussell was a member.* 

The first preaching-place in the city was rented 
by Mrs. Eussell, Mrs. Isabella Maxwell, and Mrs. 
Jane Justice. It was an humble edifice, situated in 
Thomas Street, almost opposite the opening into 

* Iridh Evangelist, 1861, p. 1^1. 
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Dobbin Street; and consisted of a single room, 
fourteen feet long, and twelve wide, uneeiled, with 
low walls, thatched roof, two small windows, and a 
little pulpit in one of the corners, raised but a 
single step above the level of the floor, which was 
all the elevation that the roof could afford. Tet, 
in fulfilment of His promise, G-od visited this lowly 
tabernacle, and refreshed His servants with tokens 
of His love.* 

The circuit was a most extensive one; passing 
from the city in a north-easterly direction, the ap- 
pointments included Richhill, first visited by the 
itinerants in 1762, from which time there was 
regular preaching once a fortnight; Tanderagee, 
where Mr. "Wesley preached in the previous April 
to * the largest congregation he had seen in Ulster ' ; 
Terryhoogan, * the mother church in all these parts,' 
where was built for the accommodation of the 
preachers a prophet's chamber, nine feet long, 
seven broad, and six high, the walls, ceiling, and 
floor being of mud, and the furniture consisting of 
a clean chaff bed ; Kilmoriarty, into which Method- 
ism was introduced from G-range by a person 
named Finn, where a mud-wall preaching house was 
erected in 1767, and where Mr. Wesley was enter- 
tained by Mr. G-eorge Joyce ; Lurgan, where there 
had been preaching for upwards of ten years, but 
it is doubtful if any Society had been formed; 
Lisburn, one of the first places in Ulster in which 

* I6id. 
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Methodism had obtained a footing, the Society of 
which, in 1766, consisted only of fourteen old women, 
one of whom, Mrs. Cumberland, and her son-in- 
law, William Black, received the preachers, the 
services being held in their houses ; Comber, which 
had been visited by the evangelists for about nine 
years, but the cause in which was feeble; !N"ew- 
townards, where a fluctuating Society had been 
formed in 1756, despite persecution which sowed 
the seed of that disease which shortened the life 
of the sainted Thomas "Walsh; Belfast, where a 
Society, consisting of a handful of people, had been 
organized in 1763, and where, in the absence of a 
chapel, an old slaughter-house was used for the 
services ; Carrickfergus, in which a frail Society had 
existed for about eleven years, although the congre- 
gations were good which gathered to hear Mr. 
"Wesley; and Lame, where, both seven and nine 
years previously, the father of Methodism had 
preached with encouragement and success. 

Again starting from Armagh, and travelling in 
a north-western direction, some of the preaching 
appointments were — G-range, where a class had 
been formed three years, which seems to have con- 
sisted of persons of better circumstances than the 
majority of those who at that period usually joined 
the Society ; Clonmain, probably the first place in 
the provinces into which Methodism was introduced, 
where had been erected what was then the largest 
chapel in the north of Ireland, and where there 
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were one- or two-and-twenty Societies within a com- 
pass of ten miles ; Cockhill, where a Society had 
existed at least two years ; and Diingannon and Castle 
Caulfield, to which reference has already been made. 
There were also at least two appointments in the 
south-east of the city, Eathf ryland, where seven years 
previously Protestants and Eoman Catholics flocked 
to hear the venerable Wesley ; and Newry, one of 
the earliest, and at one period one of the largest, 
Societies in Ulster, but at this time rent and reduced 
by offences. 

For one quarter the collective salaries of three 
preachers who were on the Round during part of 
the year 1766-67, were only nine pounds ; and at 
the Quarterly Meeting for March, 1767, it was 
resolved *that from henceforth, every member in 
each Society shall pay one penny every quarter, to 
go towards defraying the extraordinary expenses of 
the Eound.' * 

The preachers appointed to this Circuit were 
Thomas Ryan, John Smith, John Morgan, and 
Thomas HaUiday. Thonuus Byan had formerly 
practised as an attorney, and afterwards resided on 
his estate at Clonmain. About the year 1750, when 
on a visit to England on business, he was converted 
to Q-od during a service conducted by a Methodist 
preacher; on his return home he began at once 
to labour for the salvation of souls, and in 1767 
was received as a Methodist preacher. "Ra ^«eas».\si 

* Utitofy of Methodiim in ArmogTi. B^ ^ . "^."Va.^ ^.*\ • 
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have possessed considerable natural talent and great 
zeal, combined with a degree of culture rare amongst 
his contemporaries. John Morgan was an English- 
man, who began to travel in 1761, and came to Ireland 
in 1765. 

John Smith was not the man to keep within a 
certain pre-arranged circle of appointments without 
maldng anj aggressive efPort to reach the masses. 
His desire was * to preach the Gospel in the regions 
beyond ' ; and opportunities for doing so were not 
lacking. 

About this time, Methodism was introduced into 
Derryanvil, a place described by Mr. Wesley as ' a 
little village out of all road, surrounded with bogs, 
just like my old parish of Wroote, in Lincolnshire.' 
The wife of Mr. Bobert Johnston, residing here, 
while on a visit to some relatives in the county 
of Meath, who had become Methodists, was strongly 
impressed with the change that she witnessed, and 
became concerned for her own salvation and that 
of her family and friends. She invited a Mr. 
Doolittle, a Local Preacher, to visit her, and he 
came no less than seventy miles to declare in that 
neighbourhood * the unsearchable riches of Christ.' 
His sojourn at Derryanvil was brief, but was much 
owned of God; and to this day * Mother Ailse ' 
(Alice) is spoken of with respect and gratitude, as 
having been the first to bring a Methodist preacher 
to the neighbourhood.* 

* Memorial of T. A, £[h,iUiii^(m, ip, 10. 
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Mr. James Matchett, of Derryanvil, at this'period 
heard the gospel preached by one of the itinerants, 
and it proved the power of G-od unto his salvation. 
"When a class was formed, he was appointed the 
leader. Through his instrumentality his friend 
Thomas Jones was induced to attend the services ; 
his mind became impressed with the truth, and he 
was led to decide for G-od. He opened his house 
for the preachers, and for upwards of thirty years 
he walked in the unclouded light of his heavenly 
Father's countenance. He was a man of strict 
integrity, and of a warm and genial spirit.* 

A Local Preacher named John M'Neese, a man of 
humble gifts but great usefulness, (who in 1769 
entered the itinerancy,) when visiting a person in 
affliction at Killyman, announced his intention to 
preach to as many as would come and hear him, 
and a large congregation attended. Amongst those 
present was a young man named Hobert Miller, 
who was thus brought to feel his need of salvation. 
Soon after, this young man's uncle, Mr. Boartree, 
invited John Smith to his house to preach, when he 
gave to the inquirer such counsel and encourage 
ment as he needed, commending him to the Divine 
blessing in earnest prayer ; and being satisfied that 
a work of grace was begun in his soul, received him 
as a member of the Society. At length Eobert 
obtained the assurance of the Divine favour ; and, 
returning home with a heart overflowing with lov^ 

* Ww^an-J/ijtAodwt Magazine, \^*W,^%%^^. 
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to Christ, proved the means of leading one of his 
cousins to the Saviour, who became a consistent 
and attached member of the Society. Eobert, two 
years after, was appointed the leader of a class at 
Derryhirk, where he was made instrumental in the 
conversion of many souls.* 

At this time a Mr. and Mrs. Horner occupied a 
farm on the borders of Strangford Lough. They 
were Presbyterians, and instructed their children in 
moral and religious principles. One of their sons, 
William, went to hear John Smith preach, and 
through his powerful ministry was brought under 
deep conviction of sin. He became a Methodist ; 
and, seeking the Lord in His appointed way, was 
not suffered to wait long until he obtained a sense 
of sins forgiven. His parents strongly disapproved 
of his connection with this new sect, and gave him 
one night to consider whether he would renounce 
his new associates or be expelled from home ; but 
he, with a clear, strong conviction of duty, promptly 
replied, ' Though my father and mother forsake me, 
the Lord will take me up.' The threat, however, 
was not executed, and he had ultimately the satis- 
faction of knowing that both his parents were con- 
verted to G-od. Several of the family also became 
the subjects of converting grace, and joined the 
Society. William at once engaged in work for his 
Eedeemer, outside the domestic circle as weU as 
within it, and with such acceptance and success 
^ /^rimtiive Wedeyan-Methodut Magcmnty 1SS7, ]^i^. 275-80. 
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that in September, 1769, he was summoned by Mr. 
"Wesley to supply the place of one of the preachers 
who had retired from the work in the Enniskillen 
Circuit. After having travelled eight years in his 
native country, he was removed to England, where 
he continued to itinerate until 1819, when through 
age and infirmity he was compelled to retire from 
the active work. He fell asleep in Jesus in 1826, 
in the eightieth year of his age.* 

At Markethill, John Smith found an opening for 
the G-ospel, and was instrumental in leading several 
to the Saviour, and thus of forming a Society. 
Here he was followed by his colleague, Thomas 
Halliday, who was arrested by order of Mr. Carle- 
ton, a magistrate of great influence in that part of 
the country. When Mr. Halliday was brought 
before him, he found the Justice of the Peace, 
accompanied by a gentleman, who at once pro- 
ceeded to examine him, and who, in the course of 
conversation, made such objections to Scriptural 
truth that Mr. Halliday, looking him full in the 
face, said : ' I wish. Sir, I knew who your Minister 
is ; if I did I would go directly and tell him what 
an infidel he has in the parish, and show him that 
it is his duty solemnly to warn you of your awful 
state.' He, being himself the Eector of the parish, 
became confused. Mr. Carleton burst into laughter, 
and the preacher was dismissed.t 

* Wedey an- Methodist Magazine^ 1836, 1^^, lA, 
t Irish Fvanffdist, 1860, p. IQ^. 
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A fair idea of the nature of the reception which 
John Smith met with in this Circuit, and the 
success which attended his labours, may be drawn 
from the followiog letter to Mrs. King, most likely 
written by an amanuensis at his dictation : — 

*iV(wciii5€r M, 1767.* 

* My deab Sisteb, — 

* When I went to the North, and 
found many people whose profession and practice 
did not agree, it made me cry out against all who 
sinned against light, and denounce the judgments 
of the law against them. At my first going round, 
the people seemed to be weary of me ; but at my 
second coming they had time to consider ; and God 
gave them to see the fault was in themselves, not 
in me. Then there was a great reyival, and some 
were convinced and converted to God. Some back- 
sliders also were restored. On takiug a view of 
the Societies among whom I labour, I find there 
have been above thirty new members added since 
I left you. O, pray that the Lord may give me 
humility ! That and Christ are all I want. Christ, 
I know, is present, but humility is often far from 
me. Satan is ready to make me believe the Lord 
loves me above others ; but I know it is a tempta- 
tion. 

* We held our quarterly meeting at Tanderagee, 

* Either through a mistake of the writer or the printer this 
letter, addressed to Mrs. King, Dublin, is printed as if written 

in the metropoUa, 
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where we were greatly favoured. There came 

many strangers from Markethill. After supper I 

spoke strongly of their having disobeyed God all 

their life long, which brought tears from their eyes. 

On seeing their distress I went to prayer with 

them. One of them instantly cried out : " I have 

found the Lord ! " . . We continued in prayer aD the 

night, and by morning four of them were converted ; 

two young women, also, who were in another room, 

were convinced and converted in a short time. 

Many other instances I could give you of the 

power of God. 

' I am, yours, etc., 

' J. Smith.' * 

The only other letter sent by this devoted evan- 
gelist that is within reach is the following, ad- 
dressed to Mr. Wesley ; it is interesting as being 
characteristic of the writer : — 

* Newrt, JanvMry 3ni, 1768. 

' Ebv. Sib, — 

'I received a letter some days ago from 
Mrs. King, giving an account of the prosperity of 
the Gospel in Dublin, which gave me secret joy ; 
and some account from you, which made my heart 
rejoice. The account you demand of me I can give 
you with singleness of heart. I can say with joy, 
that from the day I left you to this day, I have not 
had a cloudy hour; the Lord knowing what an 

* Arminicm Magadnt, ^1^% Y^* ^^%> ^^^. 
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Ignorant ereatme I am, as an indulgent Father, 
sapportB me : my soul enjoys peace in Christ. 

'With regard to this Circuit, we haye had an 
increase of grace and lore, ^nce I came to it the 
work of Gk)d is carrying on. I Uess Grod, and 
thank yon for my feDow-labonrer in Christ, Thomas 
HaDiday ; for no man is of nse to tiiis Sound but 
sudi as fears neither men nor deyils, and has no 
thought about what he shall eat or what he shall 
drink, and is willing both to spend and be spent for 
the glory of GKxl, and the increase of the Church 
of Christ. My son* I keep at school yet. As for 
Newry I always find power to preach amongst 
them. We had one young woman joined tiiis day 
six weeks ; and I have hopes of the prosperity of 
the Gt)spel in Xewry and through all the Societies. 
My heart's desire is for your weUare and prosperity 
in tiie Church. I cannot number the new members, 
but I have seen forty-two who have received the 
f orgiyeness of sins, which keeps my heart still in 
joy. 

* I am, Eev. Sir, 

* Tour affectionate son in the Gkwpel, 

*JoHiir Smith.' t 

* David, who was at Kingswood SchooL 
t AmUnian Magazine^ 1783, pp. 48, 49. 




CHAPTER VU. 
THE AUGHER CIRCUIT: 1768-69. 

HEBE was no meeting of the Irisli 
Conference in 1768 ; but ab the Eng-* 
lish Conference asaembled at Bristol, 
John Smith, having been on trial for 
two f eara, waa * received into Full 
CoDoezioD,' and appointed, with Thomas 
■^ Halliday and Junes Bea, to labour during 
the following year on the Augher Bound,* the 
north-west half of the province of Ulster. His 
time, however, seems to have been chiefly, if not 
exclusively, given to the counties of Tyrone, Fer- 
managh, and Gavan, the scenes of many of his 
former triumphs. During the year of his absence 
from this district of country his successors bad 
formed tiie Societies into Claases, and arranged a ' 
regular plan of preaching appointmento, and had 
visited several u^w places, extending as well as 

* In tlie Liat of StatiooB in the " Miautea of the CoateTeasii.'' 
he is calle^l Joseph Smitii by mUtiAn 
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consolidating the good work. Societies were 
formed by Mr. John Dillon at Aughrim and Old 
Cleens, in Magheraboy. Mr. John Maguire re- 
ceived the preachers at the former, and two or 
three old widows entertained them at the latter 
place.* 

The good seed was carried at this period through 
various parts of the country to Bandalshough, 
where Eichard FaUis was led to embrace salvation 
by faith. He opened his house for preaching, and 
evinced through life the spirit of Him Who is 
.*meek and lowly in heart.' In Inisway and 
Cosbystown Societies were formed, after they had 
been visited several times by the preachers. One 
of the firstfruits of the ministry here was Prudence 
Deane, a young woman who, by her good sense 
,and stability of character, though in humble cir- 
cumstances, exercised a considerable influence for 
good in the neighbourhood. Her piety commanded 
the respect of even the most thoughtless. At an 
advanced age she died happy in G-od.f 

The part of Fermanagh extending from BaUina- 
mallard to near Fettigo, and embracing Irvinestown, 
Lisnarick and Kesh, was at this time inhabited 
chiefly by Protestant farmers in easy circumstances, 
but in general ignorant and careless as to spiritual 
things. Although the classes for religious instruc- 
tion, and the faithful preaching of the Bev. Philip 

* Irish Evangelist, 1860, p. 106. 
f /did, 1861, p. nS. 
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Skelton* (who was Eector of Petfcigo from 1750 to 
1759) had, it is true, alarmed the fears and raised 
the moral tone of many, who were thus led to 
think seriously, yet that able and laborious diyine, 
not having clear views of the method of a sinner's 
justification, few, if any, received the forgiveness 
of sins. They sought to be justified by the works 
of the law, and not by the faith of Jesus Christ* 
A brighter day, however, was about to dawn on the 
Church in that neighbourhood. 

In 1768, Mr. Hugh Sanderson, a young preacher, 
who seems to have been sent to the Circuit from 
England, preached near the farmhouse of a Mr. 
Myles, in the townland of Salry, about five miles 
north of Enniskillen, and many flocked to hear 
him. At the close of the service he said that if 
any of the hearers would give him lodging, he 
would remain and preach again. Mr. William 
Armstrong, of Sidaire, was present with several of 
his family ; his daughter Mary was deeply impressed 
with what she had heard, and, yielding to her per- 
suasions, her father invited Mr. Sanderson to his 
house, where, to the present day, the preachers 
have found a most hospitable welcome and a com- 
fortable home. Soon after this, Thomas Halliday 
and John Smith visited the neighbourhood. Their 
ministry was made a blessing to great niunbers, 
notwithstanding severe persecution. Mr. Arm- 

* A man of real intellectual power, ^\io'3i!^ '^w^sa^ ^s^^sfc 
mixoh esteemed, are now too little t^qA. 



1 



72 A METHODIST PIONEER. 

strong's son John and two daughters soon experienced 
the saYing power of Divine grace. Mary, who 
was blind, continued to live with her brother, a 
holy, happy follower of the Lord, till she exchanged 
mortality for life. 

The preachers also extended the field of their 
labours in this neighbourhood, so that Societies 
were formed at Knockmanoul, Irvinestown, and 
other places, and many were converted to Gk)d. In 
holding these meetings they were well sustained by 
some of the young converts. Thus !N'ehemiah Price 
of Tonyloman, William Little of Lissan, near 
Tempo, and others, were in the habit of visiting and 
preaching at these places. At Ejiockmanoul the 
servants of God were received by William Graham, 
and the class there, strangely enough, was long 
called Molly Gregg's, that being the maiden name 
of his wife.* Amongst those then brought to the 
saving knowledge of the truth were Mrs. Noble, of 
Kilgortnaleague, and seven of her daughters. 

The earnest efforts of the members to extend the 
Bedeemer's kingdom soon led to an interruption of 
their peace. A young man in the neighbourhood 
became the ringleader of the persecutors of the 
Methodists, and cruelly maltreated all who came 
within his reach, not sparing even his aged mother, 
whom he dragged out of one of the meetings, 

* Primitive Wesleyan Magazine^ 1827, p. 57, and unpub- 
lished MS. by J. G. H., in possession of the Rev. W. G, 
Cunpbell, A.M. 
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beating all who dared to interfere with his bru- 
tality. Once, during the service at Ejiockman- 
oul, he coUected a mob of about one hundred 
persons, called loudly for his mother and sisters, 
and began to belabour those about the door, 
breaking the jaw-bone of George Magee.* Some 
members of the Magee family, who were present, 
with two or three others, seeing what was done, 
at once sallied out unarmed, deprived a number 
of the rioters of their weapons, and so utterly 
routed and terrified their assailants that the very 
presence of a Magee became a guarantee for the 
quiet of a congregation.t 

One Sunday afternoon the wild youth mentioned 
above broke into Mr. Armstrong's house at Sidaire, 
where a prayer-meeting was being held, struck 
several with a loaded whip, and severely beat Nancy 
Armstrong, whom he accused of making his sister a 
Methodist, and whom he left on the floor apparently 
dead. From the effects of this cruel treatment she 
never completely recovered. 

On another occasion this infamous young man, 
with some of his companions, violently seized John 
Smith, had him carried to an unfathomable spring 
called the Lough of the Bog, and intended to drown 

* Said to have been a cousin of Dr. William Magee, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin from 1822 to 1831, who was a native of 
Fermanagh. 

f Unpublished MS. in the possession of the E&v. "W^ Qi. 
CaxapbeUf A.M. 
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him there; but they discovered that the preacher 
had been a Freemason, and they also being con- 
nected with the craft, they not only gave up their 
diabolic purpose, but also permitted John Smith to 
travel through the country unmolested during the 
remainder of the year.* 

It, however, soon became manifest that the cruel 
persecutor, with all his loud talk and dauntlessness 
in beating those who made no resistance, was at 
heart a coward. WiUiam Little, of Lissan, a local 
preacher, went to conduct a service at Sidaire. He 
was a young man of great physical strength, who 
beHeved that his powerful arm was given to be used 
against the enemies of the G-ospel, and concerning 
whose feats numerous traditions are to be found. 
During the sermon the bold youth entered with his 
head covered. The preacher quietly requested him 
to take ofE his hat, which he insolently refused to 
do. Then, knowing the character of the man, 
William Little went forward, horsewhip in hand, 
took ofE the hat himself, reminded the persecutor 
of his former base and cruel acts, told him that he 
had not come there to be murdered, and threatened 
to give him a good thrashing if he did not promise 
to change his course. The cowardly rascal not 
only gave the required pledge, but also undertook 
to use his influence to put a stop to the persecution 
which had existed in the neighbourhood.t 

* Unpublished MS. in possession of the Rev. "W. G. Camp- 
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But meantime opposition had arisen from another 
quarter. Several of the younger members of the 
Henderson family, at Drumbulcan, having become 
Methodists, were very harshly treated by their 
parents. They were locked up in their rooms, re- 
ceived but little food, and were severely beaten; 
yet they persisted in attending the services. Miss 
Henderson was obliged to leave home for a time, 
and retire to the house of Mr. Little, near Florence 
Court. Her father brought a clergyman to reason 
with her, who failed to move the young convert. 
Then a mob was collected on a Saturday evening 
during the service at Mr. Armstrong's, at Sidaire, 
with the intention of seizing and driving out of the 
neighbourhood the two preachers who were there. 
The femily and congregation, having received notice 
of the approach of their iEissailants, strongly barri- 
caded the doors and windows. The Hendersons 
and their followers surrounded the house, erected 
a number oE tents, and for two or three successive 
days and nights continued the blockade, being 
determined to starve the besieged into compliance 
with their terms. At length a gentleman in the 
neighbourhood interfered, and having obtained an 
interview with the preachers at the parlour window, 
and ascertained that they were licensed, he repre- 
sented to those outside that they were acting con- 
trary to the law, and rendering themselves liable to 
severe punishment. He then proposed to raise tWov 
Biege on condition that tlio pxeadast^ -^ovi^^^^^^^ 
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the past, if they were not interrupted in future. 
The conditions being mutually agreed to, this con- 
flict ended.* 

Most of the young women who suffered so 
seyerely during these persecutions were subse- 
quently married to respectable members of the 
Methodist Society in different parts of the country, 
and their children occupied honourable and useful 

positions in the ChurcLt 

During the course of the year, one of the 
preachers on this Circuit, most likely John Smith, 
on his way from Tonyloman to Londonderry, 
stopped at Magheralough, near Trillick, where he 
was entertained by Mr. Q-. Irvine; and also at 
another townland of the same name near Derg 
Bridge, J at both of which he ministered the word 
of life. The Lord gave His blessing with His 
word, especially at the latter place, and a gracious 
work then commenced, which resulted in the tum- 

* Irish Evangelist, 1861, p. 154, and unpublished MS. in 
the hands of the Rev. W. G. Campbell, A.M. 

f Thus Miss Henderson became the wife of James Cope- 
land, of Lisbellaw : the Rev. "W. Copeland, who entered the 
ministry in 1806, was their son. One of her sisters is stated 
to have married John Gola, most likely John Whitley, of 
Qola. A Miss Noble was married to John Armstrong, of 
Sidaire, and the Rev. Wm. Armstrong, who entered the 
ministry in 1805, was their son. Another Miss Noble 
became the wife of Mr. Keys, of Bush-hill, Moynaghan, 
near Irvinestown ; and the Revs. Thomas and William Keys, 
who entered the ministry in 1799 and 1806, were their sons. 

/ Now called Castledei^. 
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ing of many from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, who both in the public 
ministry and in more limited spheres of usefulness, 
adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour. Amongst 
those converted was Mrs. Margaret Johnston, of 
Lisleen, who was for many years a 'mother in 
Israel.' The Methodist chapel now in use, in the 
erection of which she took a deep practical in- 
terest, occupies a site close to where her residence 
stood.* 

On one occasion John Smith preached in the 
open air at Drumquin, and at the close of the 
service inquired if any person was willing to receive 
him and afford an opportunity of proclaiming the 
glad tidings of salvation. Amongst his hearers 
were a Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who invited him to 
their dwelling at Cavandarragh. The invitation 
was gladly accepted, and led to the conversion of 
both host and hostess, who became members of the 
Society. Mrs. Smith was a woman of deep piety, 
and for many years enjoyed the blessing of perfect 
love. Her two sons, Eobert and James, entered 
the itinerancy and were useful preachers.t 

On another occasion, as John Smith was riding 
near Drumquin, two respectable men on horseback 
overtook him, who, having saluted him, enquired 
where he came from, and whither he went; he 

* An Elegy on the death of this excellent lady appears in 
the Artmnian Magazme^ 1785, p. 439. 
/• I^mitive Wesley an- Methodist MagaAxue^\'^'2&>^»^*i^- 
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answered, * I have come from the city of destruc- 
tion, and am journeying to the celestial city/ But 
they did not understand him, so he proceeded 
without delay to bring before them man's guilt, 
and the atonement of Christ as the only and all- 
sufficient means of redemption. They heard with 
attention, and were so deeply impressed with 
the solemn truths brought before them, that they 
requested him to accompany them, and he remained 
with them two or three days, during which both 
found peace with Q-od, and others in their houses 
and neighbourhood being sincerely impressed, a So- 
ciety was formed. It is exceedingly probable that these 
two men were William Finlay and Samuel Steele, 
as they both were converted at this time, were warm 
friends, and both lived in the townland of Maghera- 
coltan. William Finlay was a class leader for fifty 
years, and for upwards of twenty years efficiently 
filled the office of steward in the Londonderry 
Circuit. For half-a-century the Wesleyan ministers 
regularly preached in his house. He was an ex- 
cellent and exemplary man; his children and his 
children's children have been partakers of 'like 
precious faith,' and have maintained their attach- 
ment to Methodism both at home and in the colo- 
nies. Mr. Samuel Steele, father of the Eev. S. 
Steele, one of the ablest preachers Irish Methodism 
ever produced, was also a most devoted and useful 
man, and for about sixty years held the office of a 
class leader. 
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The good work also extended to rintona, where 
a number of persons were converted, and led to 
become members of the Society. 

The openings for preaching on this Circuit were 
so numerous, and the success which attended the 
ministry of the word, so marked, that a young man 
named George Snowden, who at the foU owing Con- 
ference was received on trial, was sent to assist in 
the good work. He preached at the Market-house 
of Clones in February. On this occasion a young 
man named James Boyle was present, and was deeply 
impressed with the truths to which he then listened 
for the first time. Soon after John Smith came to 
the town and preached, and the young man was 
again a hearer. At the close of the service the 
evangelist announced that he would hold a meeting 
at five o'clock on the following morning, remarking 
that he would then know who were on the Lord's side. 
James Boyle before retiring to rest prayed that if it 
were the Lord's will that he should become a Metho- 
dist, he might awake at the time appointed ; he did 
so, went to the preaching, and was deeply con- 
vinced of sin, although two years elapsed before he 
was enabled to rejoice in the unclouded sense of 
the Divine favour.* 

At the close of the Methodistic year Mr. "Wesley 
visited the Circuit, and having spent more than a 
week in Londonderry, arrived at Augher faint and 
weary, after a long ride on an extremely hot day- 
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His physical exhaustion evidently prevented his 
enjoyment of the service there, so nothing is stated 
by him as to the spiritual condition of the Society. 
BJAving been refreshed, however, by a good night's 
sleep, he proceeded to Sidaire for the first time, and 
here he saw such manifest tokens of the work of 
the Holy Spirit, and realized so much of the presence 
and power of God, that he was constrained to con- 
tinue in prayer for a longer time than he had done 
for years. On the following day at noon he preached 
in Enniskillen, where at that time there was no 
Society, but where he had ' a large number of hearers, 
some civil, some rude, and almost all totaUy un- 
affected.' He then rode to Tonyloman, where he 
found a congregation after his own heart : ' Great 
part of them knew in whom they had believed ; all 
were deeply and steadily attentive ; and many were 
thoroughly convinced of inbred sin, and groaning 
for full redemption.' On the day following he went 
to Swanlinbar, and found there ' as artless, earnest, 
and loving a people as even at Tonyloman,' and when 
he preached, 'the very Papists appeared as attentive 
as the Protestants.' Thus it is evident how mani- 
festly the Divine blessing rested on the labours of 
John Smith in these parts of the Circuit during the 
year. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

TffE LONDONDERRY CIRCUIT: 1769-70. 

The Conference of 1769 met ia Dublin 
a the Idth &nd 20th of July, under the 

I presidency of Mr. Wealey. Newly all 

f the preachers were present. The net 

increase in the number of members in 

Ireland during the year amounted to four 

in ired and eighty. That this addition took 
place chiefly in the Augher Sound, it seema reason- 
able to conclude from the fact that the number of 
preachers in it was doubled, and no increase was 
made in the number of any other Circuit. The 
Circuit was divided into three parts, of which 
Enniskillen, Augher, and Londonderry were the 
centres; to the last-named John Smith was 
appointed again with Thomas Halliday. This 
Conference is memorable for the decided measures 
adopted by Mr. Wesley in thoroughly organizing 
the itinerant system, to which, utiiw Qi<A,"^'fe'^"i- 
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dism is indebted for much of its success.* The day 
following the meeting of the preachers was set apart, 
as before, for &sting and prajer.f 

Into Londonderry, Methodism was introduced 
about the year 1753, by Thomas Williams, one of 
Mr. Wesley^s itinerants; but unsteadiness on his 
part was the means of blasting the very hopeful 
prospect presented; so that for seyeral years the 
preachers were withdrawn. A few, however, of the 
once promising Society continued to meet together, 
and thus the spirit of piety was graciously sustained 
amongst them. In October 1764, they sent a 
letter to Mr. John Johnson,4: of Dublin, earnestly 
requesting that a preacher should be sent to them. 
Being unable to go himself at the time, he sent 
James Glough, who was not a little astounded on 
arriying at the city, and seeing the humble circum- 
stances of those by whom he had been invited. 
While this worthy brother was labouring in the 
midst of great discouragements in his new Circuit, 
a remarkable circumstance took place in Dublin, 
which had an important bearing on the work at 
Londonderry. A trooper named Edward Weir, 
who, in a moment of excitement under the influence 
of strong drink, had mortally wounded a pei'sou 
that insulted him, was condemned to death, and 

* Wesleyan-Methodigt Magazine, 1836, p. 3. 
t WedeifBJovmdl, 

% He was then theisuperintendent of the work in the north 
of Ireland, in the absence of Mr. Wealey. 
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when in jail under his sentence, was converted to 
Grod through the Divine blessing on the visits of 
the above-mentioned Mr. Johnson. The glorious 
testimony to the power of Divine grace which this 
condemned culprit bore at his execution, which was 
referred to in the public papers,* produced a most 
profound impression, and led to a large increase in 
the membership of the Society and congregation in 
the metropolis.t An account of the conversion and 
dying testimony of this * brand plucked from the 
burning ' was published in the form of a tract, some 
copies of which reached Londonderry, and one of 
them was placed in the hands of a lady, who in her 
youth had heard Thomas Williams preach. Her 
husband, Mr. Alexander Ejiox, a descendant of the 
celebrated Scotch reformer, was a gentleman of great 
ability and high moral character, and also one of the 
leading members of the Corporation. Mrs. Ejiox 
read the tract with intense interest, and, her husband 
entering the room as it was finished, she said: 
'Here, Mr. Knox, here is the religion that will 
make you and me happy ! !Bead it, and praise Grod 
who has shown us the way of peace.' He read it, 
believed, and ' gave glory to Gk)d.' Soon after they 
both joined the Society, from which they never 
separated.^: 
In 1765, Mr. Johnson arrived at Londonderry — 

* Vide Freeman^s Journal, Dublin, I^ovember 12th, 1764. 

Methodist Mofjaaine, Dublin, 1806, p. 197. 
X Life of tlie Bev. H, Moore^ pp. 50-1)^. 
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to take the place of Mr. Clough — three days before 
Mr. Wesley reached the city for the first time.* 
The father of Methodism was entertained by Mr. 
Knox, in whose house he found 'a convenient 
lodging.' On the following Sunday, his host took 
him to the Cathedral, and led him to the Corpora- 
tion-pew, where he was placed next the Mayor, 
Mr. William Kennedy.t This resulted in an in- 
vitation from the latter to dinner, which Mr. 
Wesley accepted. 

In 1767, Mr. Wesley writes : * I found we were 
still honourable men here, some of eminence in the 
city being both hearers and doers of the Word.' 
The room rented for preaching soon became too 
small for the congregations, and in 1768 a large 
chapel was built in Magazine Street. This is still 
standing, being used as a store.ij: 

At the time John Smith was sent to the city, the 
cause was low. Three months previously, Mr. 
Wesley, although admitting that the congregations 
were brilliant, says, that while in no other place in 
Ireland had more labour been expended by the 
ablest of the preachers, yet the Society was small, 
and in general cold and heartless. 

At this period a bright, intelligent, but delicate 

* MethodUt Magazme, Dublin, 1806, p. 197. 
f His second daughter, then a young lady of nineteen, was 
afterwards married to Alexander Crookshank, grandfather of 
eeent writer. 

some mistake, the date on this building is 1763, 
1/68. 
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youth attended, with his parents, the preaching 
services in Deny. He was the son and namesake 
of Mr. Alexander Ejiox, and subsequently became 
the friend and correspondent of Bishop Jebb. Al- 
though he did not, except for a brief time, consider 
himself a Methodist, yet he received his earliest 
religious impressions through the agency of Metho- 
dism, hiff religious views were moulded by her 
theological teaching, and he ever cherished for her 
ministers, and especially for Mr. Wesley, the most 
profound respect. At the close of the century, 
when a spirit of insurrection prevailed in this 
country, he, as private secretary to Lord Castle- 
reagh, then Chief Secretary of Ireland, did good 
service for the preachers in assisting to secure for 
them freedom and protection in their itinerant 
labours. 

John Smith and Thomas Halliday very soon 
extended their labours beyond the few appoint- 
ments they had received from their predecessor. 
They travelled through the whole of the counties 
of Londonderry, Donegal, and Antrim, calling sin- 
ners to repentance, and pointing them to the 
Saviour; and thus many were converted, and 
numerous Societies were formed. The scene of 
the greatest success of John Smith during the 
year was the south of the county of Antrim. He 
was mightily owned of God in Ballinderry, Mag- 
heragall, and Aghagallon.''' 
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Although there are few details of the glorions 
revival which then took place, yet such was the 
impression made by the powerful preaching of this 
apostle of Christ, that over sixty years subsequently 
the people of the neighbourhood were wont to recite 
numerous remarkable incidents in connection with 
this gracious work.* It seems to have conmienced 
with a young man named John Martin, a linen 
weaver, who was so respected by the family in 
whose house he boarded that a room was placed 
at his disposal, where he met with some others for 
exhortation and prayer, and the attendance at these 
meetings continued to increase. John Smith soon 
found his way there, and by means of his devoted 
labours the work deepened and spread in a most 
remarkable manner. Numbers were convinced of 
sin, some constrained to rise in the night and go 
out to the fields, despite the inclemency of the 
weather, and there they continued for hours to- 
gether in earnest prayer, until they found redemp- 
tion in the blood of Jesus Christ. There was much 
need of Christian workers to lead in prayer, and to 
give comfort and encouragement to inquirers and 
young converts. Valuable help was given by a 
poor, blind, but most devoted woman, named Mar- 
garet Davidson, and the Lord soon raised up two 
young men as leaders, who were specially adapted 
to this work. Even some of the public-houses were 

* ' Lanktrees' Narrative/ p. 863, and Wesley an- Methodist 
Magazine, 1853, p. 507. 
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changed from dens of iniquity into houses of prayer. 
Not long after the revival commenced, two of the 
converts died very happy in Christ. Whilst 
strength lasted, they continued to entreat sinners to 
come to the Saviour, and exhorted those who were 
in Christ to * abide in Him.' These triumphant 
death-scenes proved of much blessing to the 
infant Society at Ballinderry.* 

There are records of the religious experience of 
some of those who were converted during this 
blessed work. One was Mr. Thomas Kinley, who 
was attracted by the preaching of John Smith. 
The Word was attended with Divine power, he was 
brought under deep conviction of sin, and continued 
for some time in great anguish of mind, until, seeing 
the simplicity of the plan of salvation, he laid hold 
on Christ. Encouraged by what the Lord had done 
for him, he thirsted for higher spiritual blessings, 
and was enabled, by Divine grace, to realise the all- 
cleajising efficacy of the Saviour's blood. For about 
nineteen years, his life afforded a striking and 
beautiful evidence of uninterrupted 'fellowship 
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.' 
On his death-bed he seemed to exult as on Pisgah's 
top, and view the celestial land with unclouded 

vision, t 

Amongst others who were converted during this 

♦ Extraordinary Life of Margaret Davidson, by Rev. E. 
Smyth, pp. 112-13. 
f Arminian Magazine^ 1791, pp. 465-7. 
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period were the members of a Boman Catholic 
family named Crosson, who resided at Derryaghy. 
They were warmly attached to the institutions and 
dogmas of their Church, and strict in their atten- 
tion to its requirements ; but, prompted by curiosity, 
they went to hear the strange preacher, whose 
labours had occasioned so much sensation in the 
neighbourhood. Under the preaching of the truth, 
the eldest daughter was deeply convinced of her 
sinful and perilous state, and resolved to seek the 
Lord at any cost. She at once joined the Society, 
although opposed and persecuted by her friends, 
and especially by her father. But he was prevailed 
upon to go again to the services, and the Lord met 
him in mercy. He sought the pardon of sins 
through faith in Christ, and did not seek in vain. 
For twenty-three years he lived a witness of the 
power of Christ to save to the uttermost ; and in 
death gloriously triumphed through the blood of 
the Lamb.* 

When Mr. Wesley visited Ballinderry in 1771, 
he says that a great multitude received the Word 
with readiness of mind; the people were earnest 
and simple-hearted, and the Society consisted of 
about fifty members. Li the house where he dined, 
the father and mother, with one son and five 
daughters, were all walking in the light of Grod s 
countenance. During his visit, a touching incident 
occurred. As he prayed with an old woman, a 
* Arminian Magazine, 1796, pp. 462-5. 
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little girl, her graaidchild, said, with tears, 'Oh, 
grandmother, have you uo sins to cry for, as well 
as me?' {jQumjal?^ 

About the year 1769, John Smith's ministry 
was greatly blessed to a young gentleman named 
Andrew Delap, whose father, an officer in the Navy, 
had been killed in an engagement. His uncle, Mr. 
Samuel Delap, Treasurer of the County of Donegal, 
a gentleman of fortune, took care of the orphan 
boy, giving him a liberal education. He became a 
very fine young man, with an attractive address, 
and a fund of native humour, which made him the 
life of the social circle. But he had such an im- 
pediment in his speech that, when excited, he was 
convulsed before being able to express his thoughts. 
This unfitted him for any of the learned professions ; 
but, having a carefully cultivated taste for music, he 
became an excellent performer, especially on the 
organ. Being wishful to enter the army, a promise 
was obtained that he would be sent out as a cadet 
with a corps which was about to embark for foreign 
service. 

One Sunday, he went with some companions to 
the Methodist preaching-place for diversion. He 
seated himself opposite the pulpit, and assuming 
the attitude of devout attention, kept his com- 
panions in a state of subdued merriment. John 
Smith bore their improper behaviour without seem- 
ing to notice it, until the close of the service, when, 
coming down from the puJpit, he went to Mr- 
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Delap, and, putting his hand on his shoulder, said : 
* Young man ! strange as it may now appear to 
you, you will shortly preach that G-ospel, which this 
evening you have been ridiculing.' No doubt 
Andrew Delap was not a little surprised at this 
prediction, but he joined with his companions in 
pronouncing it a good joke. Yet the impression 
remained with him, and from that time Divine light 
began to shine into his mind ; but having no con- 
nection with any one who could help him out of 
the ' slough of Despond,' he was nearly driven to 
despair. Passing through a neighbouring town one 
day in this unhappy state, he saw a number of 
people going into the yard of an inn, and found 
that a Quakeress was preaching there. She de- 
scribed his state accurately, and gave him much 
encouragement. He was then led to attend regu- 
larly John Smith's ministry, which he found very 
profitable. Meanwhile, he was disappointed in his 
expectation of entering the army, and was soon 
engaged in a far nobler warfare. When he became a 
member of the Methodist Society, his uncle was so 
annoyed that he declared that he must either give up 
Methodism or leave his house. The young man was 
too deeply impressed with eternal things to be moved 
by the loss of temporal advantages, and he ' chose 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of Q-od, than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.' He became 
so attached to Mr. Smith that he accompanied him 
round the Circuit, notwithstanding tlie privations 
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this involved, and soon after obtained a sense of the 
pardoning love of God. Once, having gone some 
miles into the country together, they retired to rest. 
Mr. Delap was much fatigued, but Mr. Smith's 
mind was so exercised in regard to the work of 
G-od, that he continued for some time to agonize in 
prayer. At length Mr. Delap, becoming impatient, 
requested his friend to compose himself to sleep. 
Mr. Smith replied : ' Ah ! you peevish boy, go to 
sleep then ; ' which Mr. Delap soon did. Awaken- 
ing after a considerable time, he found that Mr. 
Smith, to avoid disturbing him, had retired to the 
farthest part of the room, and, kneeling on the 
earthen floor, had continued pleading with God. 

Having found peace and joy in believing, Mr. 
Delap soon felt an ardent desire to lead others to 
a saving knowledge of the truth. But the impedi- 
ment in his speech seemed to be an insuperable 
barrier ; for, even when he endeavoured to narrate 
his experience at the class-meetings, it was with 
great difficulty that he could articulate so as to be 
understood, and it was painful to witness his 
efforts. He earnestly besought the Lord : 

' Unloose my stammering tongue, to tell 
Thy love immense, unsearchable.' 

The prayer of faith was so fully answered, that he 
was enabled with great fluency and power to invite 
others to the Saviour. In 1774, he entered the 
ministry, and travelled in some of the moat wclt^c^^.'^- 
&nt circuits with great aece^t«i.TiG^ «ia.^ ^xs^ssRae^^^ 
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On one occasion he went to St. Patrick's Cathe- 
dral, Dublin, and at the beginning ot the service 
was so fascinated with the music, that he requested 
permission to assist the organist, who with some 
misgivings gave his consent; but he soon found 
that there was no danger of his reputation being 
injured by the performance. At the close of the 
service, the Dean inquired who had played the 
organ ; and, being informed that it was a Methodist 
preacher, said: ' Truly, if he can use his tongue as 
well as he does his fingers, he is an admirable 
fellow.'* 

It is rather disappointing, at the end of such a 
year's work, to find that the number of members re- 
turned from the Londonderry Circuit was only sixty, 
but this admits of a satisfactory explanation. The 
additional members were evidently not returned 
until the following year, when there was reported 
an increase of three hundred and forty-five. 

It is very satisfactory to observe that in the two 
Circuits originated by John Smith only three or four 
years before, there were in 1770, one thousand 
one hundred and nineteen members of the Society, 
most of whom were directly or indirectly the fruit 
of the labour of this devoted evangelist. In 1760, 
there were only about two hundred and fifty members 
of the Society in the whole of Ulster. 

* Irish Evangdist, 1860, p. 98 ; and 1862, p. 236. 



CHAWEB IX. 

ARMAGH CIRCUIT: iTjo-ji. 

' He liveth long who liveth well, 

All otber life is abort and tbod ; 
He lireth loi^est who caa tell 

Ot living most for heavenly gain.' 

^HE Irish Conference had no meeting 
I 1770, but the British Conference 
k re-appointed John Smith to the Arma)i;h 
I Circuit, to which had been united the 
eastern part of the county of Tyrone, and 
from which liad been cut off most of that 
portion of it which was in the counties of 
Down and Antrim, thus forming a new Circuit, of 
which Tanden^ee waa the head. Hia superintendent 
was Fraucis Wrigley, a native of Iditnchester, who 
had commenced to travel twelve months previouslj, 
and was this year sent tj) Ireland. He was a man of 
commanding appearance, with but limited educa- 
tional advantages, abrupt and imperious in manner, 
a strict discipiiaarian, rather inclined to stand on 
his official dignity, o£ rai\)e"iiiui% veSja^rtoj, -^'«- 
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withal having a warm heart. He has the unenvi- 
able notoriety of being the preacher who injudi- 
ciously rebuked Adam Garke for writing some Latin 
lines, and thereby put a stop to his classical studies 
for four years. 

During the two years of John Smith's absence 
from this Circuit, a small Society, much alive to 
G-od, had been formed at Kennard or Caledon.* 
Mr. Samuel Bates, a native of Yorkshire, a man of 
eminent piety and usefulness, had settled at Charle- 
mont, where he not only devoted his Sabbaths to 
the service of Q-od, but generally spent his week 
evenings also in preaching the Word of Life in the 
adjacent country. Through his instrumentality 
many obtained the forgiveness of sins. He began 
at about this time to meet the children in Charle- 
mont for religious instruction, and continued to do 
so for several years. This seems to have been on 
the Sabbath; and if so, it was the first Sunday- 
School in L:eland.t 

When he had successfully worked for Christ in 
this way for many years, Mr. Wesley appointed 
Mr, Bates to a Circuit; but being considerably 
advanced in life, and a subject of a£liction, he 
was compelled in a few years to become a super- 
numerary. 

The congregations at Charlemont became so large, 
that the room used for these services did not afford 

* Tre*fcy*« ./imrjkiZ, April 19th, 1769. 

f AiethodUt Magazine^ Dublin, 1&Q5, i^. IQ^, 
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suf&cient accommodatioii ; but a malt-kiln was taken, 
and fitted up for the use of the Society and congre- 
gation. One of those who attended the services 
was Mrs. Dickson, who, on account of her age, was 
unable to walk to the parish church at Lough-gall, 
about four miles distant. Her son James, with 
whom she lived, was annoyed at her having any 
connection with the Methodists; but at length he 
went to hear for himself, although determined never 
to become identified with such a people. Having 
slipped into the malt-kiln, and secured a position 
unobserved, his mind was most favourably impressed 
with what he heard, which subsequently led to his 
conversion to Q-od, and his official connection vrith 
Methodism, which continued for upwards of half a 
century,* 

No doubt the good work was greatly retarded, 
both during this and the preceding year, by social 
disturbances which took place in this district of 
country, and were at their height at this period. 
A combination known as 'The Hearts of Steel,' 
was formed in the county of Antrim in 1769, the 
result of the landlords' oppression and injustice. 
Many of the poor people, pinched beyond measure 
by the cruel treatment they had received, rose ew 
massey and having pledged themselves to be 'true 
as steel ' to each other, maimed the cattle of their 
oppressors, wrecked their houses, and committed 

* Primitive Wedeyan-Metlwdist Magazine^ ISflX^-^^"^*^^- 
248. 
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simdij other acts of riolenoe. The assodatioii 
soon extended into the neighboming coonties of 
Down, Armagh, Tyrone, and Londonderry, as the 
wrongs arenged were, nnhappilj, not confined to 
Antrim. Owing to the sympadij of the people 
wiUi the distorbers of the peace, GoTranment found 
it exoeedinglj di£Bciilt to deal with them, and so a 
considerable time elapsed before their depredations 
were suppressed. 

One of the earlj itinerants, named James Ker- 
shaw, a man of considerable ability, laboured in 
this district, in 1753, with encouraging success. 
He formed a small Society at Bluestone, which ere 
loDg, probably through want of oTersight, became 
extinct. He was married to the daughter of a &rmer 
named Dynes, who resided there. 

She died soon after, leaving an infant daughter ; 
and when Mr. Kershaw received an appointment 
in England, the child was left under the care of her 
grandmother. This girl, being about sixteen years 
old, at this period, inquired about the people with 
whom her father was connected, and heard of Uie 
Society at Kilmoriarty, four miles distant. She 
went to the place, accompanied by Margaret and 
Mary Malcomson, and their cousin Anne Malcom- 
son, afterwards Mrs. Dodson of Tanderagee ; and 
before long she induced her grandmother to invite 
the preachers to her house. Thus, about the year 
1770, Methodism was re-introduced to Bluestone, 
snd a sidaII Sodetj formed, consisting of the above 
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young women and a few others. John Smith's 
labours in this neighbourhood are said to have been 
specially owned of G-od, and to have made a lasting 
impression.* 

About this period a class was formed at Lurgan. 
Isaac Bullock was one of the first converted under 
the Methodist ministry. He had been in the army, 
was engaged in the capture of several islands in 
the "West Indies ; and was one of sixty, called the 
' forlorn hope,' who first entered the breach at the 
storming of Havannah, in 1762, only six of the 
party escaping with their lives. A few poor people 
united in Christian fellowship, and met in the 
house of this brave soldier to hear the "Word of 
Life, and to strengthen each other in the Lord.f 

About this time, also, a good Society was formed 
at Ballymacawley, and the preachers were hospi- 
tably entertained by Mr. Waugh, father of the Eev. 
John "Waugh, and grandfather of the Eev. James 
S. "Waugh, of the Australasian "Wesleyan Confer- 
ence. Mr. "Waugh had been for many years an 
Elder of the Presbyterian Church, and even after 
he became a Methodist, retained the office, that he 
might in some measure restrain the fierce Calvinism 
then so prevalent in Ulster .J 

A Society was formed at Blackwatertown, the 
class being, twelve months later, placed under the 
care of Mr. Bates, of Charlemont. 

* Wesley an- Methodist Magazine, 1827, p. 798. 

t Ibid., p. 800. X im?i B\5angelut,\'^'^n,^. Vb. 



98 A METHODIST PIONEER. 

At Glenarm, also, Jobn Smith found an opening 
to proclaim the glad tidings of salyation, and that 
in remarkable drcumstanoes. It being deeply im- 
pressed on his nund that he should go and preach 
there, although he had never been in the town and 
knew no one in it, he at once followed what he 
believed to be the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Near Glenarm he overtook a young lady riding, 
with her servant, and on his entering into conver- 
saticHi with her, she told him iliat the town was a 
very wicked one. He inquired if there were any 
good men there, and she said : ' Yes, there is one, 
"William Hunter.' The evangelist rode on, in- 
quired for the house of the one pious townsman, 
and when he reached it, a respectable young woman 
came to the door. He asked her name, and being 
told * Betty Hunter,' he alighted, and said : ' Betty, 
take iu my saddle-bags, take my horse down to the 
inn, and tell every one you meet that a visitor at 
your house has good news to tell at seven o'clock.' 
She did so, not knowing why. At the appointed 
hour, the house was well filled : John Smith preached, 
and did so twice each day for nine days. So deep 
and general was the interest excited in the services, 
that even some members of Lord Antrim's family 
were present, and would allow none to molest the 
servant of God, saying they believed him to be ' an 
honest and good man.' When about to leave, he 
asked the landlady of the inn how much he was to 
pay for Ins horse. 'Nothing, air,' she replied; 'a 
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gentleman has paid all, and will do so, if you stay 
a month.' * 

These services were greatly blessed to William 
and Betty Hunter. They brought up their children 
in loving attachment to Methodism. Two of their 
sons, John and James, were converted in youth, 
entered the medical profession, and eventually 
settled in London : the former in Bloomsbury, and 
the latter in Islington, both retaining their connec- 
tion with the Society. James Hunter, aided by 
some others, succeeded in raising the first Metho- 
dist chapel in his neighbourhood. He was Society- 
steward at Islington for many years, and lost none 
of his interest in his native country, having always 
a hospitable welcome for the Irish preachers who 
visited the metropolis. He continued a Methodist 
for more than half a century ; his remains lie in the 
graveyard of City-Eoad Chapel ; and in the Liver- 
pool-Boad Chapel, Islington, a handsome marble 
tablet was erected to his memory.f 

Mr. "Wesley paid his usual biennial visit to 
Ireland at the close of this Methodistic year. He 
arrived at Cookstown on Tuesday, June IStii : the 
house at which he alighted was filled with whisky- 

* Mr. Wesley, in narrating the above incident in his 
Journal, July 4th, 1771, writes ; * John Smith, now with 
God.' But this evidently must refer, not to the date given 
but some years later, when he transcribed his shorthand 
notes for publication. 

f CUy-Eoad Chfvod and Us AsaocUUions, By G. ^. %\is^<s^ 
son. Pp. 465-66, 
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drinkers, and the whole town was all business and 
confusion, it being the fair-day. However, a tent 
made by the Society at Terryhoogan, two years 
previously, was set up ; the people flocked from all 
quarters to attend the service ; and, although many 
of them were far from sober, behaved tolerably well. 
On Wednesday, he preached at five a.m., and at 
noon, to a lifeless company; and then, accom- 
panied by Francis Wrigley and John Smith, rode to 
Stewartstown, where he preached in the court-house 
to a large congregation, most of whom conducted 
themselves with decency, though very few of them 
appeared to understand anything about religion. 
On Thursday, they went to Castlecaulfield, where 
Mr. "Wesley preached on the green before the castle 
to a large and serious congregation. On Friday, at 
eleven, there was a still larger congregation in the 
same place, whom Mr. Wesley exhorted to be * not 
slothful in business,' but ' fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord.' In the evening, he preached at Armagh, 
in Mr. M'Gk)ugh's avenue. The congregation was 
in an arbour, with the widespread branches of the 
trees quite overshadowing them. On Saturday, 
Mr. Wesley rode to Caledon, where, two years 
before, the Bev. C. W. Congreve, Archdeacon of 
Armagh,* had received him with the most cordial 
afEection, and invited him to preach in his new 
church ; but now, his love having grown cold, Mr. 

♦ He received hia appointment in 1738, having probably 
been aasociated with the Wesleya at Oxford. 
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"Wesley was left to prestch in the street to a quiet 
congregation. On Sunday evening, at Armagh, 
such a multitude of people assembled, and were so 
closely packed, that, though in the open air, the 
heat was almost unbearable. 

On Monday, at noon, Mr. Wesley preached 
at Blackwatertown, accompanied by the Circuit 
preachers ; and in the evening at Glonmain, where 
the congregation was very dull. On Tuesday he 
preached at Cock-lull, where he found many of thQ 
people were alive to God. On "Wednesday he 
preached at Grange to a still larger and more 
earnest congregation; but he found the most 
encouraging Society of all at Derryanvil, several 
of the members of which continued to rejoice in 
the perfect love of God. On Friday he preached 
in the street at Portadown, to a serious, well- 
behaved congregation ; and in the evening at Kil- 
moriarty, to the largest audience he had during the 
week.* 

On Saturday, 29th June, the fellow-travellers 
probably parted company, Mr. "Wesley to visit the 
Tanderagee Circuit, and Erancis "Wrigley and John 
Smith to resume their ordinary work, and prepare 
for the approaching Conference. 

• Wedeifs Journal* 



CHAPTER X. 
THE ENNISKILLEN CIRCUIT: 1771-72. 

^ HE Irish Conference of 1771 aaaembled 
[ in Dublin on July 18th and 19th, and 
I was ' & solemn and useful meeting.' 
I The net increase in the number of 
members of the Society during tlie year 
was upwards of five hundred. John Smith 
in appointed to the Enniakillen Cir- 
cuit, with Bobert 'Wilkinson, Sichard Whatcoat, 
aud James Perfect — all, it would seem, Englishmen. 
Sobert Wilkinson, who began to traTel in 1769, 
was a man of strong faith and great power in 
prayer, whose labours were abundantly owned of 
God. Kchard Whatcoat, who also entered the 
ministry in 1769, was s^ to be ' dead to both 
envy and pride.' He was so familiar with the 
Word of Ood, that he was designated 'the Con- 
cordance.' In 1784, he was sent by Mr. Wesley 
to America, where, sixteen years subsequently, he 
wa ejected a Sishop oC the M.«^^t 'Sf^fiaco^Bi 
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Church. James Perfect, who had just been received 
into the Itinerancy, is said by Mr. "Wesley to have 
had ' both an honest heart and a good under- 
standing.' Yet, some years later, by imprudent 
zeal, he was the unintentional cause of a serious 
division in the "Waterford Society, and a short time 
after left the Connexion. 

Although the Bnniskillen Circuit was not nearly 
so extensive as when John Smith was stationed 
there before, yet it was still very large, numerous 
new openings having been found. 

Of these one at least is worthy of notice. Wil- 
liam Horner, to whom reference has already been 
made, was appointed to the Circuit in the autumn 
of 1769, and in passing through Maguire's Bridge, 
delivered an earnest and affectionate address to an 
attentive audience in the open air, and then inquired 
if any one was willing to show hospitality to a 
stranger, who had come many miles to try to do 
them good. A Mr. Crawford came forward and 
invited him to his house, which thenceforward was 
a stopping-place of the Circuit preachers, although 
a Society was not formed in the town until some 
years after.* 

On this Circuit the preachers had to bear many 
discomforts. * The round ' took them eight weeks ; 
and during this time each slept in nearly fifty 
different places, some of them damp, and others 
not very clean. They generally preached two <yt 
* Weale^an- Methodist Jtfagaiiae,\%'^^,V^.V\- , 
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three times each day, besides meeting the Societies 
and visiting tiie sick ; and often their only fare was 
potatoes and a little salt meat.*^ 

But they were encouraged in finding the Societies 
in a healthy state. Mr. Wesley had visited them a 
few weeks previous to the Conference, and re- 
joiced greatly at the evident tokens of spiritual 
prosperity. Thus at Swanlinbar, ' the people were 
full of faith and love, and panting after the whole 
image of God.' At Tonyloman, they were deeply 
athirst for the full salvation of G-od. At Lisbellaw, 
where the good man had no intention of preaching, 
he found a congregation waiting in the streets to 
hear him, and the sermon was listened to vtdth 
the deepest attention. And at Sidaire, there were 
abundance of people panting for the water of life. 

It was also most encouraging to those appointed 
to labour on the Enniskillen Bound, to see tokens 
of continuous and increasing spiritual prosperity 
in every part of the Circuit during the year. How 
far this success was the result of the Divine blessing 
on the zealous labours of John Smith, cannot now 
be determined. He was so intimately associated 
with his colleagues, that little more can now be 
attempted than to refer to the results of their joint 
labours, by tracing the leading events which occurred 
on the Circuit at about this period. 

Of those who had been converted to God at Old 
Cleens, the most noteworthy was Mrs. Blair. One 
♦ "Uvea of Early Methodist Preachera;' ^oV ^., ^. ^\^, 
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of her sons, Andrew, then a thoughtful, studious 
young man, was brought to a saving knowledge of 
Q-od, joined the Society, and became one of its 
brightest ornaments and most acceptable preachers. 
His talents were of a very high order, his mind was 
well stored with varied and useful information, 
especially with Scripture truth, and he was greatly 
beloved.* George Dice, who entered the Itinerancy 
in 1780, was converted at about this period ; and 
also Q-ustavus Armstrong, then a lad of about 
twelve years of age, and so uniformly upright and 
consistent was his conduct, that a very shrewd 
woman, who had known him from infancy, said, 
' Gustavus Armstrong was a saint from his birth.'t 
Other young men also were converted, and joined 
the Society, who became zealous leaders and local 
preachers. Amongst these were Matthew Dice 
and Gteorge McDonald, who lived at Old Cleens 
and John Maguire, the son of the farmer who first 

* In 1778, he entered the ministry, filled some of the most 
important stations both in England and Ireland with great 
efficiency, and died in triumph, after a comparatively brief 
ministerial career of fifteen years. 

f This amiable man was called into the ministry in 
1782, and travelled for forty-five years. He was a man of 
irreproachable conduct, useful in every Circuit on which he 
was stationed, and much loved by his brethren in the 
ministry. He felt a deep interest in the prosperity of 
Methodism, and by his will left £1,200 to the Irish Con- 
ference, to be applied in support of its Ministry. IrUh 
Evangelistf 1861, p. 138. Mnutea of ItuK Owvfctw.^it.% 
JL, 346-7. 
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received Mr, Dillon at Aughrim. It was a cause of 
devout thanksgiving that those who were appointed 
leaders, and the families by whom the preachers 
were entertained, continued, without exception, to 
retain an unabated attachment to Methodism, and 
to give evidence of growing spiritual life.* 

The Gospel message reached various places in the 
neighbourhood of Sidaire. At Currin, William Hen- 
derson and his family embraced the truth ; a Society 
was formed, and several persons were converted 
to God. To the north of Ballinamallard, at TuUy- 
rain, two respectable farmers, Goorge and Eobert 
Summerville, received the messenger of mercy : an 
awakening power attended the Word ; several were 
led to the Saviour, and a Society formed, of which 
Robert Summerville became the leader.* Subse- 
quently he began to preach, and was made instru- 
mental of much good. He was a man of acute 
mind, ready wit, and steady attachment to 
Methodism. 

The most distinguished of those who at about this 
time joined the Society in this Circuit, was James 
Macdonald, then but a boy. More than half a 
century after, he used to refer to this period with 
holy delight. He possessed a clear apprehension, 
lively imagination, and great readiness of speech. 
He was brought under the notice of Mr. Wesley, 
who appointed him to a circuit in 1784. He 

*Jrish IhangelUty 1861, p. 138 ; and Primitive Wesley an- 
Jfe^Aodist Magazine^ 1839, 398-9. 
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travelled in the Connexion forty-nine years, with 
great acceptance and success. He was for a short 
time Editor of the Wesleyan-MethodAAt Magazine. 
He was the father of the late eloquent Eev. George 
B. Macdonald, and grandfather of the Eev. F. W. 
Macdonald, of the British Conference. 

The Gk>spel was first preached at about this 
period at Ballyreagh, near Tempo. Mr. William 
G-raham was one of the first who received the 
preachers, he was converted to God, and became a 
member of a Class, which met near his residence* 
Not only were many led to a saving knowledge of 
the truth, but of these several became most accept- 
able and useful ministers. In connection with this 
Society, Thomas Barber,* Joseph Armstrong,t and 
John Darragh,t learned the first principles of 
religion, and filled the offices of leader and local 
preacher until they were called into the Itinerancy. 

In the neighbourhood of Brookeborough, a gracious 

* Thomas Barber was a man of deep piety, ardent zeal, and 
unostentatious spirit. He was received on trial in 1779, and 
continued to travel with unabated zeal, receiving many seals 
to his ministry, until age and infirmities unfitted him for 
circuit work. 

t Joseph Armstrong, before his conversion, was fond of 
drinking, hunting, racing, and the like. He was appointed 
to a Circuit in 1783, and laboured for many years with fidelity 
and success. He was a man of sterling integrity and generous 
disposition, warm in his friendships, and kind to the poor. 

X John Darragh entered the ministry in 1787, and tra- 
velled nineteen years. His underatandm^^aa ^«aK^'as^^^:^ 
pjetjr genuine, solid, and uniforni. 
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work commenced. Societies were formed at Lei- 
trim, Grogey, Lisadeamy, Mountain Top, and other 
places, and many were able to testify that the Son 
di Man had power upon earth to forgive sins. 
Several young men here began to call sioners to 
repentance. Two of them, Samuel Mitchell and 
James Eennick, afterwards entered the Itine- 
rancy. 

At Clones, James Boyle, to whom allusion has 
already been made, having realised peace and joy 
in believing, began at once to work for Christ. He 
was called upon to assist in prayer meetings, and 
possessing unmistakable ability, was encouraged 
both by preachers and people to exercise his talents, 
and many souls were brought to the Saviour 
through his instrumentality.* During this year a 
somewhat remarkable incident occurred in the town. 
A grave and respectably-dressed person one day 
called on James Boyle, and told him he was a 
Methodist preacher, and that if the people were 
apprized of it, he would preach to them in the 
evening. The congregation assembled, and the 
preacher came. He gave out one of Mr. Wesley's 
hymns, raised the tune, prayed, and then announced 
for his text, ' For I determined not to know any- 
thing among you save Jesus Christ, and Him cruci- 
fied.' Having preached an orthodox sermon, until 
he proposed to describe the blessings that grew 
from union with Christ, he made a pause, and 
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said, ' I can go no further. I know nothing of it. 
I will only say, live in peace and love one another, 
and the God of love and peace will be with you and 
bless you ! ' At the next market day he appeared 
on a stage as a mountebank doctor, and what 
further became of him is not known.* 

A very gracious revival attended the labour of 
the preachers in the county of Monaghan. Numer- 
ous Societies were formed, and amongst the rest at 
Gola and Clontoe. At the former the Itinerants 
were entertained by Mr. John Whitley, and at the 
latter by Mr. Kyte. Mr. Whitley (grandfather of 
the Messrs. Whitley, of Enniskillen, and the Messrs. 
Grayden, of New York) at one time entertained 
the idea of entering the ministry, and in 1774, 
received an appointment from the Conference, but 
owing to domestic circumstances was unable to 
enter upon it. John Smith arrived at a part of the 
county about eight miles from Clones, and the 
Word preached by him there was accompanied with 
mighty power. Large numbers were convinced of 
sin ; and so deep was their distress, that it was said 
of him that he sent the people mad. This, together 
with the noveltv of his doctrines and his intense 
earnestness, brought many to hear him, and amongst 
the rest, a young woman named Catherine Stuart. 
She went on one occasion with some friends to the 
appointed place of meeting, and was greatly dis- 
appointed on hearing that Mr. Smith had been 

♦ Irish Evangelist, Ift^l, ^. \^^. 
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unable to attend, haying sent John Price, from 
Tonyloman, as his substitute. They arrived a little 
before the time of commencing the service, and 
found the local preacher sitting with an open Bible 
in his hand, speaking to those present, and fre- 
quently appealing to the Book. Amongst other 
things, he said, * Before my conversion I used to 
dispute with John Smith, but never found myself 
at such a loss as when he read these words, — 
" Behold, what manner of love,"' etc. ; and on saying 
this, the young evangelist looked on his audience 
with such tenderness and earnestness that even the 
look reached Catherine's heart, but she slighted the 
feeling of conviction th^t arose in her mind. 
During the sermon, such was the conflict of her 
mind, that at length, unable to restrain her feelings, 
she cried aloud in bitter anguish, and then sank 
insensible on the floor. On her return home, her 
mother was so annoyed that she corrected her 
severely, forbade her going to the Methodist meet- 
ings, and confined her to the house. At length 
Catherine, having heard that a love-feast was about 
to be held at Clones, — ^the first meeting of the kind 
ever held there, — she determined to go, and with a 
friend set out on the night previous to the day of 
meeting. Her mother pursued her, and arrived in 
town before the service began, but in compliance 
with the earnest appeal of her daughter, consented 
to go with her. The meeting was held in the 
Market House, and at its doae, mother &ad daughter 
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were invited to partake of the refreshments pro- 
vided by the Society for those who had come from 
a distance. The opportunity was seized by the 
preachers of speaking faithfully to Mrs. Stuart, who 
at length consented to allow her daughter liberty 
of conscience, and she soon after, being justified 
by faith, obtained peace with God. She was spared 
for more than half a century, during which she 
maintained her confidence, although called upon to 
suffer, on account of her religious profession, per- 
secution of a peculiarly painful as well as protracted 
nature.* 

When John Smith preached on one occasion in 
Clones, amongst his hearers was "William M*Cor- 
nock, a native of the County of Donegal, then 
about twenty-six years of age. He had received a 
liberal education, and at one time taught a school, 
and at another acted as a surveyor. He, however, 
fell into intemperance and other sins, and lived in 
rebellion against God for several years. Such was 
his character when he heard John Smith preach. 
He was greatly surprised when he was told of the 
very defective education which the preacher had 
received, and was led to desire a personal acquaint- 
ance with him. Soon after an opportunity offered, 
when the devoted evangelist narrated to the sinner 
what manner of life he himself had lived, and what 
God had done for his soul. "William M'Comock 

* Primitive Wesleyan-Methodist Magazine^ 18^0^ ^>^, 
258-66. 
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listened to the nuurelloiis stoiy tUl deep conTiction 
of his own sinf uhiess and foU j was followed bj an 
earnest desire for salration. At length Grod mani- 
fested Himself in merer to His soul. He at onoe 

m 

engaged in the Lord's work. Notwithstanding per- 
secution and the strenaous efforts of his friends to 
lead him back into his former course, he could not 
be moved. He became valiant for the truth, and 
proved instrumental in turning many from the 
error of their ways, including some of the most 
ignorant and wicked in the part of the country in 
which he lived. In 1779, he was called into the 
Itinerancy, and Grod abundantly blessed his labours 
both in his native land and in the West Indies.* 

Laborious as was the work during this year, the 
servants of Gk>d received ample compensation in 
seeing the work of the Lord prosper in their 
hands ; two hundred and sixty-eight members were 
added to the Society. 

♦ Arminian Magazine, 1785, pp. 77-30, 135-139, and 
186-189 



CHAFTBE Xr. 
GENERAL MISSION: 1773-73. 

^ N the List o£ Stations for 1772 the 
ae of John Smith does not appear, it 
, being arranged tbat he should be s^ 
I free from Cireuit-work to travel through 
the country as a Missionary. His duty 
uiis to conduct opeH-oir services, \x> avail 
himself of new openings to preach the 
Goapel, and to engage in reyival work aa he had 
opportunity. He was the first preacher appointed 
as ' a general Missionary ' in Ireland after Metho* 
dism had been in some measure consolidated. Five 
years later, the celebrated Bev. Edward Smyth was 
employed by Mr. Wesley in a similar capacity in 
Ireland, and therefore may be regarded as the 
second general Missiomiry ; his name also doee not 
appear in the published MinuUt of the Conference. 
The work was just that for which John Smidi was 
specially adapted, which was most needed in this 
country, and which he himself doau^-, V^ '■& ^^m^ 
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of sucli a nature that it is impossible now to trace 
its course. He went about visiting and preaching 
in the towns, villages, mountains, and glens of 
almost every part of Ulster, as a pioneer in the 
moral deserts of that province, and many were 
those brought to Christ who, in all probability, 
would otherwise never have been reached. He was 
always, as he called it, ' on the recruiting service.' 
He did not like to be bound to remain on any par- 
ticular Circuit. He had a special sympathy for 
those in humble circumstances. He said, 'The 
highways and hedges afforded him his best game.* 
Yet some persons of wealth were deeply impressed 
under his ministry, and led to inquire the way to 
Zion. His own conversion being the result of out- 
door preaching, he seldom stood forth as a herald 
of Christ indoors when a suitable opportunity was 
afforded in the open air. His stalwart frame and 
powerful voice, his pointed and animated style, 
together with a never-failing tact in turning passing 
circumstances to account, specially fitted him for 
this work. His eye was single; he lived in the 
light of eternity, and had little interest compara- 
tively in anything but the one great business of 
life. He gladly availed himself of a shower of rain, 
or any other trivial excuse, to enter a strange house 
that he might lead some to the Saviour. When he 
found any persons serious and attentive he either 
sang a hymn or offered prayer, and often the home- 
circle would be melted into tears as he thus told of 
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the Saviour's love, and pleaded with God for a 
blessing. Then he requested them to bring in their 
neighbours and friends that thej also might hear 
the good news from heaven; and thus numbers 
who had known nothing previously of the blessings 
of salvation were convinced of sin abid converted to 
God. 

On one occasion John Smith was benighted on a 
mountain path in the County of Antrim, and lost 
his way. At length he saw a glimmering light at 
some distance, and went towards it, leading his 
horse. Having reached the house, he was at once 
made welcome. The family were about to retire 
for the night, but the good woman would not per- 
mit him to go to bed without supper. He, in a 
short time, directed conversation to the necessity of 
being bom again. The members of the family 
listened with attention, but would not admit that 
such a change was needful. The preacher then 
brought out his Testament and proved his state- 
ment. The hearers, almost convinced, still hesi- 
tated ; perceiving which, John Smith sang a hymn, 
and poured out his soul in prayer. Soon the mother 
and two of her daughters began to cry aloud for 
mercy, and he continued wrestling with Gt)d until 
four of the eight members of the family were 
enabled to rejoice in God their Saviour. He re- 
mained in this house for three days, and formed a 
little Society. 

A remarkable incident, vrtnida.OQcvxrt^^^^'^^ 
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naleg, shows the estimate in which John Smith 
was held by the people there. A woman named 
I*6ggy ^^^El^i * worthy member of the Society, 
fell ill of fever, and her case was considered hope- 
less. As her sorrowing family awaited her death, 
she placed h^r hand under her head, fell into a 
quiet sleep, in which she continued for about six 
hours, then awoke, and inquired if John Smith 
were there. Being informed that he was not, she 
said, 'He has been at the bedside with me, and 
asked me if I had faith in God. I said I could 
trust in Him for all things. He then desired me to 
put my hand under my head, and I should soon be 
well; I thought I did so, and now I am as free from 
fever as I ever was in my life.' Having said which, 
she got up, dressed herself, partook of some food 
with evident relish, and had no return of the 
disease. 

At the time the above incident occurred, John 
Smith was at Ballinasloe, and stopped in the house 

of a Mr. K .* At about midnight his host 

rushed into his room, and, thinking that he was 
asleep, shouted to him to escape for his life, for the 
back premises were on fire, and the dwelling-house 

♦ Probably Mr. John Knight, who then resided in the 
town, but afterwards lived at Cloonburren. He was truly 
devoted to Qod. There is one person now resident in Balli- 
nasloe who can recall having seen him more than sixty years 
ago, when he was accustomed to ride in to the ten o'clock 
iService each Sunday morning, irrespective of weather^ 
although then about ninety yeara oi a^e. 
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would soon catch the flames ; but the servant of 
God was at prayer, and calmly replied, ' Don't be 
alarmed, your dwelling-house will be preserved/ 
Just then the wind changed, so as to blow the 
flames from the house instead of towards it as pre- 
viously, and thus the prediction was fulfilled. 

John Smith, being once asked how it was that 
he preached with so much success, having received 
such a defective education, he replied that he got 
his sermons 'red-hot from heaven.' No wonder, 
then, that it has often been said of him that he was 
the most successful preacher of his day in pro- 
moting the revival of the Lord's work. 

On another occasion he went to Eiiockmanoul 
much weighed down in spirit, having heard that 
the Society there had not retained its fervour. On 
arriving at Molly Gregg's,* he immediately in- 
quired for his room, into which he entered without 
delay, shut the door, and spread his case before the 
Lord. It seemed to him for some time as if the 
Lord hid His face; but he persevered, and so 
absorbed was he in prayer that he was deaf to 
repeated calls to dinner. The day drew to a dose, 
and his door remained unopened. At length Molly 
Gregg, whose kind heart could not brook the idea 
of the preacher fasting for such a length of time, 
opened the door, and found him so earnestly plead- 
ing with God as to be unconscious of her presence. 
Shortly after she again entered, and saidi 'TV^ 

* Mrs. OTa^bauu 
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house is filled with people, and many are outside 
unable to get in.' Whereon he leaped to his feet 
in exultation, saying : ' Oh, Molly Gregg, I have 
got it, and will now go and deliver my message/ 
During the subsequent service the Spirit of Grod 
descended in mighty power: sixteen souls were 
converted, and a gracious work commenced, which 
is said to have been ' the most extensive revival in 
the north of Ireland/ * 

Most likely in connection with this blessed work 
a persecution arose at this period, which for its 
virulence, the extent of country over which it 
spread, its duration, and its fatal results, has no 
parallel in the history of Methodism in Ireland. 
Men professing to be zealous sons of the Church, 
proclaimed the doctrines of the forgiveness of sins 
and the witness of the Spirit to be deadly errors. 
Abusive language, dirt, stones, and clubs were the 
arguments they employed. A man might swear 
tell lies, get drunk, indulge in all manner of licen- 
tiousness, and yet, if he went to church occasionally, 
be deemed by priest and people a good Christian ; 
but if he began to read his Bible regularly, to pray 
in his family or with his neighbours, to reprove 
sin, or to listen to the preaching of the Methodists, 
he became an object of reproach and hatred, was 
set up as a mark to be shot at, and treated as the 
filth and off-scouring of the earth. Almost every 

* Unpublished MS. in the possession of the Rev. W. G. 
Campbell, JlM. 
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hand was uplifted against the Methodists. The 
aristocracy opposed them ; the Clergy, both in and 
out of the pulpit, railed at them ; and the magis- 
trates, in general, not only denied them a hearing, 
but in some instances were amongst their most 
bitter persecutors. The bonds of friendship were 
severed, family ties broken, and young men and 
women driven from the homes of their fathers to 
seek shelter elsewhere. The preachers especially 
were the objects of hatred and malignity. In some 
instances brave men, armed with guns and bayonets, 
and carrying a supply of provisions, escorted the 
servants of G-od, travelling by by-roads in order 
to escape attacks from lawless mobs: Mr. G^. Irvine, 
of Magheralough, and others, often thus acted as 
a body-guard to the Itinerants. In Belturbet, a ser- 
vant of Satan resolved to stand inside a door at the 
end of the market-house, and to slam it in the face 
of John Smith as soon as he approached ; but just 
as the servant of God drew near, a sudden gust of 
wind drove the door so violently against the man, 
that he himself was thrown down on his back, and 
so bruised that he was a long time in recover- 
ing. Two members of the Society at Tonyloman 
were so beaten that they died from the effects. This 
attracted public attention, and the perpetrators 
of the outrage were arrested at the instance of Mr. 
Nixon, a magistrate.* 

♦ Unpublished MS. in the hands ot tba 'Bjs^, '^x ^^ 
Campbell, A,M, 
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Warnings of danger sometimes came from nn- 
likelj quarters. Thus John Smith was on liis waj 
to preach at a hamlet a little distance from Swan' 
linbar ; in going to which it was needful to cross a 
large bog, and also a river, which was much swollen, 
but spanned bj a bridge. He was met by a woman, 
who told him a mob was waiting at the bridge to 
ill-treat him. At first he disregarded the warning, 
because she had been accustomed preyiously to make 
use of abusive language to him. The woman, 
however, called to him a second time, and this 
made him hesitate to proceed. The place where he 
intended to preach was about a mile before him, 
and instead of going by the bridge, he spurred his 
horse, leaped a hedge, swam the river, crossed a part 
of the bog, which even in summer was dangerous, 
and reached his destination in safety. He preached 
to the people, and having ascertained that his per- 
secutors, thinking he would be compelled to return 
by the bridge at night, waited there to acccomplish 
their malicious purpose, he returned in safety by 
the same perilous way as that by which he had 
gone. Mr. Dixon, who narrates this incident, adds 
that John Smith ' was a man of as much prayer as 
I ever knew, while in faith I have known none to 
equal him.'* 

The junior preacher on the Enniskillen Circuit, 
John M'Bumey, a young man from Waterf ord, who 

* Unpublished autobiography of Thomas Dixon, in posses- 
Mion of the Bev. Luke Tyermaii. 
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had just entered the ministry, and was character- 
ized by a gentle and unobtrusiye spirit, preached one 
day in the market-place at Clones. Many attended, 
and a gracious influence was realized ; but some 
ungodly men, chiefly Boman Catholics, assembled 
and greatly disturbed and annoyed the congrega- 
tion, so that it was feared that the place must be 
given up, as no magistrate would interfere. Just 
when this fear was at its highest, a very unexpected 
and strange occurrence took place. An old military 
pensioner, a Presbyterian, surprised the preacher 
and congregation by taking his stand beside a tree 
in the centre of the market-place, with musket in 
hand, and swore that he would shoot the flrst man 
that would pass that tree to disturb the preacher. 
Not one of the rioters, although they shouted at a 
distance, attempted to pass the prescribed limit. 
The rough old soldier mounted guard regularly every 
Sabbath afternoon for some weeks, until all oppo- 
sition ceased.* 

The young preacher, however, soon after fell a 
victim to the cruelty of his persecutors elsewhere. 
On the evening of March 4th, 1773, he conducted a 
service at Mr. Perry's, near Brookeborough, and 
while singing a hymn, a large mob surrounded the 
house, and six of them, armed with clubs, rushed 
in and fell upon the people ; but they were thrust 
out, and the door fastened. On this the rioters 
broke the windows and threw in a lacg<^c^5ajDiG&^ <2k^ 

* Life of the Eev, Henry Moore, ^^. V^> ^^* 
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stones. They then broke into the house through the 
wall, and hauling out both men and women, beat 
them without mercy. They dragged out Mr. 
M'Bumey, and when he attempted to rise, a Mr. 
N knocked him down. They continued beat- 
ing him on the head and breast as he lay senseless 
on the ground, yet after awhile, coming to himself, 
he got up ; but being too weak to stand, he stag- 
gered and fell. Then one of the mob set his foot 
on his face, swearing he would ' tread the Holy 
Qhost out of him,' and another thrust a stick into 
his mouth. From the effects of this ill-treatment 
he never recovered. 

Mr. Mitchell, who lived about a mile from the 
town, was one of those who were basely maltreated, 
and his house was attacked by a riotous mob on the 
following Saturday, who threw large stones at the 
windows and broke the door. Mr. Perry and Mr. 
Mitchell then obtained warrants for the apprehen- 
sion of some of the rioters, but the constable would 
not execute them. At the following Assizes in 
Enniskillen, the grand jury threw out all the bills. 
Such was the administration of justice in Fermanagh, 
which tended only to encourage a spirit of persecu- 
tion. 

A Methodist preacher could not pass through the 
Protestant town of Enniskillen without endanger- 
ing his life. On May 24th, 1773, Mr. Wesley, 
having preached at Tonyloman, set out for Sidaire, 
accompanied by the Circuit Mmialex^^ "S^TCife^lixjA.- 
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son, John Watson, and Michael M'Donald. One 
of his horses having a shoe loose, he borrowed Mr. 
"Watson's steed, and left him with his chaise. 
Having to pass through Enniskillen, when they 
came near the town, some masons at work at the 
west bridge gave them some coarse words. The 
vituperation increased as they proceeded, but many 
soldiers being in the street, who received the 
preachers with respect, the mob shrunk back. An 
hour after Mr. "Watson foUowed in the carriage ; 
but before he arrived at the bridge, which had been 
blocked up with large stones, many ran together 
and began to pelt him with whatever came to hand, 
but an old man cried out, * Is this the way you treat 
strangers ? ' and rolled away the stones. The mob 
quickly rewarded him by plastering him over with 
mortar from head to foot. They then fell upon 
the chaise, which was cut with stones in several 
places and weU-nigh covered with dirt and mortar. 
Prom one end of the town to the other, the stones 
flew thick about the coachman's head ; some of them 
were of two or three pounds weight. 

Next day, the preachers returned from Sidaire 
en route for Eoosky, and as they pa^ed the eastern 
end of Enniskillen, both men and women greeted 
them with abusive language, together with dirt and 
stones; but the steeds of the itinerants soon left 
their persecutors far behind. John Smith came to 
the town about an hour later. The masons «.t^^ 
west hndge, having seen him apipToa/j^Dcca.^^Y^^'^'a^t^^ 
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at once for an onslaught upon him. He was afraid 
that his horse would leap into the riyer, and there- 
fore alighted. He made his way through the midst 
of them, although much wounded.^ 

Thus this Methodistic year closed in the midst of 
fierce persecution, notwithstanding which the good 
cause prospered. Many souls were sared, the 
spiritual life of the Societies was deepened, and the 
net addition during the twelye months in the pro- 
vince of Ulster was nine hundred and forty-one 
members, of whom two hundred and twenty-three 
were in the Enniskillen Circuit.f 'So mightily 
grew the word of God and prevailed.' 

• Wesley's Jowmal^ May 24th and 25th, 1773. 

f These statistics, as well as others already given, are not 
to be regarded as presenting anything like an adequate idea 
of the results of the labours of John Smith and his brother 
Itinerants. It was computed that in 1773 and the five pre- 
ceding years, the North of Ireland was drained of one-fourth 
of its population by emigration to the American settlements. 
These emigrants were chiefly from the agricultural districts, 
where Methodism had proved most successful. 
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' Soldier, ri 

Iio t the boats of hell ore fljiog ; 
Twaa thy Lord the battle won, 

Jeius oanquered tiiem by dying. 
Para the stream — before thae Ilea 

All the conquered land of glory ; 
Hajl I what soDgs of nqtture rise, 

These prociiim the victor's atory. 
Boldier, lay thy weapons down, 
Quit the sword und take the crowD ; 
Triumph I all tby fuea are banished. 
Death is slain, and earth has Taniehed.' 



\ T th3 Conferenoe of 1773, John Smith 
seems to have been re-appointed to the 
gCBeral mission work. He was then 
threescore years old, and time and hard 
work had left their mark on his once 
powerful frame j but his spirit was as 
buojant as erer, and his zeal and devotion 
had continuallj iucressed in mtensite^. '^^rs'Ji^ 
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conscious of his onl j somce of strength, he often 
spent great part of the night, as well as the da j, in 
fervent supplications, so that his knees became 
callous from frequent and protracted prayer.* 
Thns, though the 'outward man' perished, the 
*• inward man' was *• renewed daj bj day.' Walk- 
ing and riding on the public road, and in the social 
circle, he was about his 'Father's business;' and 
eren in sleep he spake of the things of Gk)d. His 
fidelity and zeal exposed him to much misrepresen- 
tation and reproach ; but — 

' He loved the world that hated him; the tear 
That fell upon hU Bible was sincere : 
Assailed by scandal and the tongue of strife, 
His only answer was a blamdess life.' 

Numerous and remarkable were the interposi- 
tions of Divine providence and grace on his behalf, 
and special and supernatural were the gifts with 
which he was at times endowed. 

Once when John Smith went to Gk)rtnaleg, he 
was so hoarse that he could not speak above a 
whisper. He knew not what to do when he saw 
Peter Taylor's large bam filled with people himger- 
ing for the Bread of Life, and he groaned within 
himself. At length he said with intense earnest- 
ness: 'Lord, be Thou wisdom and utterance to 
Thy poor, weary, and afflicted servant, and speak 
by Thy Spirit to this people.' Immediately all the 

♦ Iruk MangelUt^ 1860, p. 89. 
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people fell on their knees and pleaded for a present 
blessing. Meanwhile, John Smith continued wrest- 
ling with GK)d, until nineteen souls were led to the 
Saviour. 

One Sunday morning, John Smith was walking 
through Lame to the preaching place, when as he 

passed a public-house. Captain W d , of a 

merchant vessel then about to sail, rushed out, and 
with a volley of oaths swore he would not leave him 
until they had had drink together ; and then, for the 
diversion of the assembled idlers, attempted to drag 
him along. John Smith being a strong man, soon 
wrested himself out of the hands of his persecutor. 
The skipper then followed him to the place of 
meeting, and behaved in such a noisy manner that 
it was impossible to proceed with the service. The 
profane sailor, exulting in having silenced the 
preacher, returned to his vessel, and was quietly 
followed to the Curran * by John Smith, who having 
observed passengers on board, solemnly warned 
them not to proceed on their journey, saying, ' God 
has a controversy with that man for blaspheming 
His holy name, and mocking His ordinances, and 
\*dll surely punish him.' Some attended to the 
warning, and returned on shore ; but others only 
laughed at the prediction. Soon after, a favourable 
gale having arisen, the vessel sailed, with passengers 
and crew apparently in high spirits, but subse- 
quently was never heard of again. The captain's 
* The name oi the q>iaiY ^^»^id!c^^% 
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widow, convinced by such an awful yisitation of the 
truth of religion, became a member of tlie Society, 
was converted to Qod, and for many years enter- 
tained the preachers in her house. 

Such is substantiaUy the narrative as given by 
David Smith, and also by the Bev. W. P. Bmgess, 
M.A.* It demands further confirmation or modi- 
fication. It is hardly credible that the Lord would 
thus punish so many innocent persons on account of 
the ravings of one poor inebriate. From a careful 
examination of the shipping records of the north of 
Ireland, and of Charlestown, it appears tiiat a 
brigantine called The BeUy^ Captain Woodside, 
sailed from Lame with passengers for Charlestown^ 
about the end of October, 1773, and this answers 
the above description. Her voyage was an unusu- 
ally protracted and perilous one, as she did not 
arrive at her destination until 28th February follow- 
ing, thus continuing for four months at sea. It 
can well be understood that as the tidings of her 
arrival did not reach this country until some time 
after the death of John Smith, it was believed by 
him and others that she had perished vdth all on 
board. 

Some readers may be disposed to doubt the 
truth and reality of the supernatural communica- 
tions which are said to have been made to this 
devoted servant of Gted, or to think that he only 
fancied such things, and attributed them to a Divine 
* Iriih BvangelUty 1860, p. 89. 
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source. It is doubtless contrary to the experience 
of Christians in general that they should be able, 
even occasionally, to announce distinctly and in 
detail events beyond the range of their observation, 
and the reach of their powers of reasoning, as John 
Smith did in reference to the landing of the French 
and the disastrous voyage of the Betty. But who 
can tell to what extent G-od may honour a faithful 
servant, or what seals He may give to his ministry ? 
Only those who have attained to the same piety, 
and have been placed in similar circumstances, are 
capable of judging in this matter. 

A brief and fitful effort will not suffice to place 
us in the position of John Smith with regard to the 
spiritual world. We must persevere long in earnest 
and believing prayer, and bring to the task the 
sustained self-denial and untiring diligence which 
characterized him ; and even then we can only look 
up and ask Q-od to — 

^ Speak to these curious hearts of ours, 

And teach them to be still. 
Ckxl hath His mysteries of grace, 

Ways that we camiot tell ; 
He hides them deep, like the secret sleep 

Of him He loved so well.* 

The persecution in the Enniskillen Circuit, to 
which reference has been made, at length grew so 
violent that its malignity compelled the reluctant 
authorities to take active measures for the preser- 
vation of life and property •, Wt liaV \seSG^ ^wsa * 
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their own houses had been broken into b j midnight 
marauders, and they had found that their own 
persons and possessions were in danger. Then the 
magistrates began to manifest some sympathy with 
the persecuted Christians ; and severe punishment 
was inflicted on the violators of the law. Many of 
those who had taken a leading part in the persecu- 
tion sought to escape the consequences of their 
misdeeds by emigration or by enlisting in the army; 
while others, to veil their former conduct, became 
zealous in running with the altered tide of popular 
feeling.* 

But this fierce and terrible persecution did not 
come to an end until after John Smith had fallen a 
victim to its violence. In 1774, as the devoted 
Evangelist rode to Charlemont to attend the March 
Quarterly Meeting, a man named Nucon, a bailiff 
to a gentleman at Aghintain, near Clogher, waylaid 
him and struck him on the back of the head with a 
pitchfork, knocking him down, and then so mal- 
treated him as to leave him apparently dead. But 
so intent was he on doing his Master's work that, 
weak and suffering as he was, he managed to get to 
Charlemont for the service, and there became so 
exhausted that he was obliged to retire to the house 
of a kind widow, a Mrs. Eichardson, where he 
lingered for a few days. For some time he was in 
great distress of mind ; but soon the clouds were 
dispelled, and his soul was filled with joy unspeak- 
♦ iTuh JEvmgelist^ l%^\,Tp.\^^. 
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able. His pain of body was great, but the lore of 
Christ so OTerflowed his heart as at times to render 
him abnost insensible to bodily sufferings. For 
about twelve hours he scarcely ceased praising and 
glorifying God, until his room was a very heaven 
on earth. At length, as nature gradually sank, 
Samuel Bates repeated the words: 'Lord, now 
lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according 
to Thy word : for mine eyes have seen Thy salva- 
tion ; ' and the spirit of the saint passed hence to 
join the glorious company * which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb.' Many who 
heard the dying testimony of this devoted Christian 
were led thereby to religious decision, and thus in 
death as in life he glorified GKmI. John Smith ' fell 
in the heat of the battle vanquished, and yet a 
conqueror.' 

About three months previously, a new preaching- 
house had been erected and opened at Charlemont, 
and thither the body of the saint was carried. 
Solemn and impressive services were held, at which 
many were ' baptized for the dead.' The remains 
were then interred in the old graveyard at Leger 
Hill : in what precise part cannot now be determined, 
as there is not even a stone to mark the place. 
But his ' record is on high ; ' and his memorial is 
found in the many who have been led to the 
Saviour as the result of his devoted life. 'Ye,' 
says the apostle Paul, appealing \^ ^3cl<^ ^^ssjoct^^^ 
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which had risen into being by the benediction of 
heaven on his labours, — 'Ye are our epistles/ 
Bo even at this day, in many a Church rise the 
memorials of John Smith's apostleship. 

We may learn from what he accomplished and 
the meanjs by which it was effected, what we also 
may do if only faithful. 

Who can contemplate, without profound emo- 
tion, the spectacle of this humble, illiterate man, 
struggling, often single-handed, against the mass of 
ignorance and wickedness around him, yet crowned 
with glorious success ? 

Beader, be not satisfied with merely a passing 
sense of admiration, or even a momentary wish to be 
like him, but cultivate an intense desire for spiritual 
power, which is certain to be satisfied, and put 
forth such faithful, self-denying, persevering efforts 
for the well-being of others as cannot fiul to be 
crowned with like success. 

' Rouse to this work of pure and holy love, 
And thou an angel*s happiness shalt know, — 
Shalt bless the earth, while in the world above 
The good begun by thee shall onward flow 
In many a branching stream, and wider grow. 
The seed that in these few and fleeting hoars 
Thy hands unsparing and unwearied sow, 
Shall deck thy grave with amaranthine flowersi 
And yield thee fruits divine in heaven's immortal bowwa.' 
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the Rev. Samuel Broadbent. i8mo. With Portrait. Price is. 6d. 

Toase (W.) Memorials of the Rev. William Toase. 
Compiled by a Friend. With an Introduction by the Rev. William 
Arthur, M.A. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Treffry (R.) Memoirs of the Rev. R. Treffry, Jun. 

With Select Remains, consisting of Sketches of Sermons, E^ssays, and 
Poetry. By his Father, the Rev. Richard Trbpfry. With a Portrait. 
xamo. Price 4s. 6d. 

Tucker (Mrs. J.) Memoir of Mrs. Jane Tucker, wife of 

the Rev. Charles Tucker, some time Missionary to Haabai and Tonga. By 
Mrs. G. F. White. Edited by the Rev. H. W. Williams, D.D. Crown g 
8vo. Price as. 6d. 

Turner, James; or, How to Reach the Masses. By £. 

M'Hardib. Crown Svo. Price 3s. 

Vasey (T.) The Life of the Rev. Thomas Vasey. By his 

Widow. Crown Svo. With Portrait. Price as. 6d. 

Waddy (S, D.) The Life of the Rev. Satnutl D. Waddy, 
J?.D, ByhisYouDgestDsMghtcx. Crown avo..vi\\!fci1^iro^Qirtx«x*, '?At»^. 
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Watson (R.) Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the 
Rev. Richard Watson. By the Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. 
Royal i8mo. Price 3s. 6d. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Wesley (C.) The Life of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Comprising a Review of his Poetry; Sketches of the Rise and Progress of 
Methodism ; with Notices of Contemporary Events and Characters. By the 
Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Wesley (C.) The Journal of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

With Selections from his Correspondence and Poetry, and an Introduction 
by the Rev. Thomas Jackson. Two Vols. Royal iSmo. Price 7s. 
Wesley (J.) The Life of the Rev. John Wesley. By the 
Rev. Richard Watson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Royal ^amo. Price is. 4d. 

Wesley (J.) His Life and his Work. By the Rev. M. 
Lblievrc. Translated by the Rev. A. J. French. With a Portrait Crown 
8vo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Living Wesley, as he was in his Youth 
and in his Prime. By the Rev. Jamks H. Rigg, D.D., Principal of the 
Wesleyan IVaining CoUese, Westminster. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Father of Methodism: A Life of the 
Rev. John Wesley, A.M. By Mrs. Cosslett. Second Edition, 
enlarged. Fo<dscap 8vo. Forty-five Illustrations. Price is. 6d. 

Wesley (J.) The Journals of the Rev. John Wesley. 

Four Vols. Crown 8vo. Price los. 

West (F. A.) Memorials of the Rev. Francis A. West. 

Being a Selection from his Sermons and Lectures. With a Biographical 
Sketch by one of his Sons, and Personal Recollections by the Rev. B. 
Gregory. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 
Wharton (H.) The Story of the Life and Missionary 

-Labours of the Rev. Henry Wharton in the West Indies, the Gold Coast, 
and Ashanti. By the Rev. W. Moister. Crown 8vo. With Portrait and 
Illti^trations. Price 3s. 6d. 
Wood (J.) The Life of the Rev. Joseph Wood. With 

Extracts from his Diary. By the Rev. H. W. Williams. With a Portrait. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 
The Methodist Family Library of Standard Biographical 

and other Works, designed to promote Spiritual Life. Twenty-one Volumes 
Royal 32IJ10. Price 22s.; or in Handsome Box, 29s. Gilt edges, 39s.; or 
in Handsome Box, 36s. 6d. 



Wesley's (Rev. John and Charles) Poetical Works: A 

New and Complete Edition. Reprinted from the Originals, with the last 
corrections of the Authors ; together with the Poems of Charles 
Wesley not before published. Collected axvd Ktraivsyi^ >3i ^"ft- '^'s:*' 
Georgb OsBORS, D,D. Thirteen Volumes. Cxowi^mq. ^^Vw^Q.x^c«ix 
gilt edges. Price £3 z8s* 



JO PUBLICATIONS OF 



ROMAN CATHOLICISM. 

Elliott (C.) Delineation of Roman Catholicism, drawn from 

the Authentic and Acknowledged Standards of the Church of Rome ; in which 
her peculiar Doctrines, Morals, and Usages are Stated, Treated at Large, and 
Confuted. By the Rev. Charles Elliott, D.D. New Edition, with a 
Supplement ; being an Exposition of certain changes which the Papacy has 
undergone during the Pontificate of Pius IX. By William Harris Rulb, 
D.D. Price zas. 6d. ; Half-bound in Morocco, 17s. 6d. 

The Supplement is sold separately. Price »s. 6d, 

Rule ( W. H.) History of the Inquisition, from its Establish- 
ment in the Twelfth to its Extinction in the Nineteenth Century, By 
the Rev. W. H. Rule, D.D. Third Edition, with a new chapter on 
"Walling Up." Two Vols. 8vo. With Illustrations. Price 15s. 

Rule (W. H.) Martyrs of the Reformation : a History of 

Martyrdoms, Confessions, and Sufferings, from the Dawn of the Reformation 
to the Nineteenth Century. By the Rev.W. H. Rulk, D.D. 8vo. Price 8s. 

Robinson (E. J.) The Mother of Jesus not the Papal 

Mary. By the Rev. E. J. Robinson. Crown 8vo. Price 6s. 
Authentic Report of the Discussion held in Rome on the 

Evenings of February 9th and loth, 1873, between Catholic Priests and 
Evangelical Ministers, concerning the Coming of St. Peter to Rome. Trans- 
lated by the Rev. William Arthur, M.A. Paper covers, Crown* 8vo., 
Price 6d. ; Cloth, Price is. 

METHODISM. 

Williams (H. W.) The Constitution and Polity of Wes- 

leyan Methodism. Being a Digest of its Laws and Institutions. Brought 
down to the Conference of 1880. By the Rev. Hsnrv W. Williams, D.D. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Pierce (Wm.) Ecclesiastical Principles and Polity of the 

Wesleyan Methodists. Comprising a Complete Compendium of their Laws 
and Regulations, from 1774 to 1872. Revised by the Rev. Dr. Jobson. 
Royal 8vo., Price 15s. ; Half Morocco, Price 20s. 

Christophers (S. W.) Class Meetings in relation to the 

Design and Success of Methodism. By the Rev. S. W. Christophbrs. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Connexional Economy of Wesleyan 
Methodism in its Ecclesiastical and Spiritual Aspects. By James H. Rigg, 
D.D. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Churchmanship of John Wesley, and 
the Relations of Wesleyan Methodism to the Church of England. By Jambs 
H. Rigg, D.D. Crown 8vo. Price is. 6d. 
Stevens (A.) The History of Methodism from its Origin 
to the Centenary Year. By Abel Stievr^s, \A...Ti . Tte^fc NtkVQaBM« 
Crown 8vo. With Portraits. Price iss. 
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GENERAL LITERATURE. 

PRICE FOUR SHILLINGS. 

Our Indian Empire : Its Rise and Growth. By the Rev. 
J. Shaw Banks. Imperial i6mo. Thirty-five Illustrations and Map. 

Zoology of the Bible. By Harland Coultas. Preface 

by the Rev. W. F. Moulton, D.D. Imperial i6mo. za6 Illustrations. 
Missionary Anecdotes, Sketches, Facts, and Incidents. 
By the Rev, William Moister. Imperial i6mo. Eight Page Illustrations. 

Northern Lights ; or, Pen and Pencil Sketches of Nineteen 
Modem Scottish Worthies. By theRev. J. Marrat. CrovmSvo. Portraits 
and Illustrations. 

PRICE THREE SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 

Rambles in Bible Lands. By the Rev. Richard Newton, 

D.D. Imperial i6mo. Seventy Illustrations. 

'Land of the Mountain and the Flood': Scottish Scenes 
and Scenery delineated. By the Rev. Jabez Marrat. Imperial x6mo. 
Map and Seventy-six Illustrations. 

Popery and Patronage. Biographical Illustrations of Scotch 

Church History. Imperial z6mo. Ten Illustrations. 

WyclifFe to Wesley : Heroes and Martyrs of the Church in 

Britain. Imperial i6mo. Twenty-four Portraits and Forty other Illustrations. 

John Lyon; or, From the Depths. By Ruth Elliott. 

Crown 8vo. Five Full-page Illostrations. 

Chronicles of Capstan Cabin ; or, the Children's Hour. By 
J. Jackson Wray. Imperial x6mo. Twenty -eight Illustrations. 

The Life of Gideon Ouseley. By the Rev. William 

Arthur, M.A. Eighth Thousand. Crown 8vo. With Portrait. 
Missionary Stories, Narratives, Scenes, and Incidents. 

By the Rev. W. Moister. Crown 8vo. Eight Page Illustrations. 
Rev, BENJAMIN SMITH'S WORKS, 
Sunshine in the Kitchen ; or, Chapters for Maid Servants. 

Fourth Thousand Crown 8vo. Numerous Illustrations. 

Way-Marks: Placed by Royal Authority on the King's 

Highway. Being One Hundred Scripture Proverbs, Enforced and Illustrated. 
Crown Svo. Eight Page Engravings. 

Gems Reset ; or, the Wesleyan Catechisms Illustrated by 

Imagery and Narrative. Crown 8va 

Vice-Royalty ; or, A Royal Domain held for the King, and 

enriched by the King. Crown 8vo. Twelve page Illustrations. 
PRICE THREE SHILLINGS. 

Glimpses of India and Mission "Lite. ^^ ^^x^.VL>i'^^^^'«^ 
Crown Svo. Eight Page Illustrations. Oo\}ck, «3L\.t^«?»- 
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PUBLICATIONS OF 



PRICE TWO SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 



Little Abe : or, the Bishop of 
Berry Brow. .Being the Life of 
Abraham Lockwood, a quaint and 
popular Local Preacher in the Me- 
thodist New Connexion. By F. 
Jewell, Crown 8vo . Cloth, gilt 
edges. With Portrait. 

Cecily J A Taleof the Enorlish 
Reformation. By Emma T.rslib. 
Crown 8vo Five full page lUust, 

Glimpses of India and Mis- 
sion Life. By Mrs. Hutchkow. 
Crown 8vo* Eight Page Illustra- 
tions. 

The Beloved Prince . A Me- 
moir of His Royal Highness, the 
Prince Consort. By William 
Nichols. Crown 8vo. With I'or- 
trait and Nineteen Illustrations. 
Cloth, gilt edges. 

The Lancasters and their 

Friends. A Tale of Methodist Life. 
By S. J. F, Crown 8vo. 

Glenwood ; A Story of School 
Life. By Julia K. Bioomfibld 
Crown 8vo. Seven Illustrations. 

Undeceived j Roman or An- 
glican ? A Stnry of English Ritual- 
ism. Crown 8vo. 

Self-Culture and Self-Reli- 

ance, under God the Means of Self- 
Elevation. By the Rev. W. Uns- 



Old Daniel ; or, Memoirs of 

a Converted Hindu, with Descrip- 
tion of Village I .ife in India By the 
Rev. T. HoDSON Coloured lllus^ 
trations. Crown 8vo., gilt edges. 

A Pledge that {Redeemed 
Itself. By Sa rson. Author of ' Blind 
Olive,' etc. Crown 8vo. Numerous 
Illustrations. Cloth, gilt edges. 

The Story of a Peninsular 

Veteran : Sergeant ia the 43rd Light ' 
Infantrv during the Peninsular War. 
Crown 8vo. 13 Illusttdtions. 

Rays from the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. By the Rev. Richard 
Nbwton, D.D. Crown 8vo. Eleven 
Illustrations. Cloth, gilt edges. 

In the Tropics; or. Scenes 
and Incidents of West Indian Life. 
By the Rev Jabez Marrat. Crown 
8vo., with Illustrations, &c. 

Climbing : A Manual for the 

Young wiio Desire to Rise in Both 
Worlds. By the Rev. Hbnjamin 
Smith. Cmwn 8vo. Sixth Edition. 

Our Visit to Rome, with 
Notes by the Way. By the Rev. 
John Khoubs. Royal 161110. 
Forty-five llliLstrations. 

Gems of Piety in Humble 
Life By the Rev. T H. Walkkr. 
Koyal i8inu. Eight Page Illustra- 
tions. 



WORTH. Crown 8vo. 

MARK GUY PEARSE'S WORKS. 
Seven Vduntest Crown 8r.v., Cloth^ Gilt Edges. Price 2s. 6d. each, 

X. — Daniel Quorm, and his Religious Notions. First 

Skkies. Fiftieth Thousand. 

2. — Daniel Quorm, and his Religious Notions. Second 

Series. Fifteen^) Thoasand. 
3. — Sermons for Children. Fourttenth Thousand. 
4. — Mister Horn and His Friends ; or. Givers and Giving. 

Sixteenth Thousand. 

5. — Short Stories: and other Papers. Fourth Thousand. 
6.—* Good Will ' : a Collection of Christmas Stories. 

(iflh Thousand. 

7.— Homely Talks. Fifth Thousand. 

PRIC£ TWO SHILLINGS. 



Homes and Home Life in 
Bible Lands. By J. R. S. Clifford. 
F«iolscap &VO. Eighty Illustrations. 

Hid Treasures, and the 

Search for Them : Lectures to Bible 

Classes. By the Rev. J. Hartley. 

Foolscap 8vo, With Frontispiece 



•.\ 



The Great Apostle; or. 
Pictures from the life of St. Paul. 
By Kev. Jabez Markat. Foolscap* 
8vo. a8 lllustiauon» and Map. 

Martin Luther, the Prophet 
of Gttmanv * ^"^ ^^^ ^^'^ • ^ • '5ai\K?« 
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PRICE TWO SHlLlAUGS'-coHtiMtted, 



Youthful Obligations. Illus- 
trated by a large number of Appro- 
priate Facts a ad Anecdotes. Fcap. 
8vo With IHiLttrations. 

Eminent Christian Phil- 
anthropists. Brief Bingraphical 
Sketches, designed especially as 
Studies for the Youmt. By the 
Rev. Grorgb Maundkr. Fcap. 
8vo. Nine Illustrations. 

The Tower, the Temple, and 

the Minster : Hi«toricai and Bio- 
graphical Associations of the Tower 
of London, St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and Westminster Abbey. By the 
Rev. J. W.Thomas. Second Fldiition. 
Foolscap 8vo. 14 Illustrations. 

The Prisoner's Friend : The 

Life of Mr. James Bundv, of Bris- 
tol. By his Grandson, the Rev. W. 
R.Williams. Foolscap, 8vo. 



Peter Pengelly; or, 'True 

as the Clock.' By T. J. Wrav. 
Crown 8vo. Forty Illustrations. 

The Stolen Children.- Fcap. 

8vo. Six Illustrations. 

My Coloured Schoolmaster, 
and other Stories. By the Rev. 
H. Blbby. Fcap. 8vo. Five lllustns. 

Female Heroism and Tales 

of the Western Worl d. By the Rev, 
HsnrvBleby. Foolscap 8vo. Four 
Illustrations. 

Capture of the Pirates : with 

other Stories of the Western Seas. 
By the Rev. Hbnrv Blbby. Fcap. 
8vo: Four Illustrations. 

Adelaide's Treasure, and 

How the Thief came Unawares. 
By SAR.SON, Author of 'A Pledge 
that Redeemed Itself/ etc. Four 
Illustrations. 



PRICE EIGHTEENPBNCE. 
* Little Hay* Series. Royal \fmo. 



Little Ray and Her Friends. 
By Ruth Elliott. Five Page Illus- 
trations. 

The Royal Road to Riches. 
By E. H. Millbr. Fifteen Illustra- 
tions. 

The Breakfast Half-Hour^ 

Addresses on Religious and Moral 
Topics. By the "Rev. H. R. Burton. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

Gleanings in Natural His- 
tory for Young People. Profusely 
Illustrated. 

Broken Purposes; or, the 

Ciood Time Coming. By Lillib 
MoNTFORT. Five page Illustrations. 
The History of the Tea-Cup; 
with a Descriptive Account of the 
Potter's Art. By the Rev. G. K. 
Wbugwooo. Profusely Illustrated. 

The Cliftons, and their Play- 
Hours. By Mrs. Cosslbtt. Seven 
Page Illustrations. 



Ned's Motto; or, Little by 

Little. By.the author of * Faithful 
and True,' * Tony Starr's Legacy.* 
Six Page Illustrations. 

The Bears* Den. By E. H. 

Millrr. Six Page Illustrations. 

A Year at Riverside Farm. 
By E. H. MiLLKR. Royal i6mo. 
Six Page Illustrations. 

The Lilyvale Club and its 
Doings. By Edwin A. Johnson, 
D.D. Royal i6mo. Seven Page 
Illustrations. 

Maude Linden,* or, Work- 
ing for Jesus. By Lillib Mont- 
PORT Four Illustrations. 

Oscar's Boyhood; or, The 
Sailor's Son. By Danirl Wisb, 
D D. Six Illustrations. 

Summer Days at Kirkwood. 
By E. H. Miller. Four Illustra- 
tions. 



* Wee Donald' Series, 



PkXi^ Old Sailor's Yam : and 

other Sketches from Daily Life. 

The Stony Road : A Tale of 

Humble Life. 

Stories for Willing Bars 

For Boys. ByT, S, K. 



Stories for Willing Ears. 

For Girls. By T. S. E. 
Thirty Thousand Poutvds,-, 
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PUBLICATIONS OF 



PRICE EIGHTEENPENCE. Foolscap Zvo. Series, 



Three Indian Heroes : the 

Missionary ; the Soldier ; the States- 
man. By the Rev. J. Shaw Banks. 
Third Edition. Numerous lUus- 
trations. 

David Livingstone, Mission- 
ary and Discoverer.. By the Rev. 
J. Marrat. Fifteen Page Illustra- 
tions. 

Columbus; or, The Dis- 
covery of America. By George 
Cue ITT. Seventeen Illustrations. 

Cortes; or, The Discovery 
and Conquest of Mexico. By 
George CuBiTT. Nine Illustrations. 

Pizarro; or, The Discovery 
and Conquest of Peru. By George 
CuBiTT. Nine Illustrations. 

Granada ; or, The Expulsion 
of the Moors from Spain. By 
George Cubitt. Seven Illustrations. 

James Montgomery, Chris- 
tian Poet and Philanthropist. By 
the Rev. J. Marrat. Eleven Illus- 
trations. 

The Father of Methodism. 

A Sketch of the Life and Labours 
of the Rev. John Wesley, A.M. For 
Young People. By Mrs. Cosslett. 
Second Edition, enlarged. Forty- 
five lUustratidns. 

A Pledge that Redeemed 
Itself. By Sarson. 



Old Truths in New Lights. 

Illustrations of Scripture Truth tat 
the Young. By W. H. S. Numerous 
Illustrations. 

Chequer Alley: A Story of 
Successful Christian Work. By the 
Rev. Frederick W. Briggs, M.A. 

Eleventh Edition. 

The Englishman's Bible : 

How he Got it, and Why he Keeps 
it. By Rev. John Boybs, M.A. 
With Thirteen Illustrations. 

Home : and the \Vay to 
Make Home Happy. By the Rev. 
David Hay. With Frontispiece. 

Helen Leslie ; or, Truth and 

Error. By Adeline. With Fron- 
tispiece. 

Daniel Quorm, and his Re- 
ligious Notions. First Series. Cheap 
Edition. 

Daniel Quorm, and his Re- 
ligious Notions. Second Series. 
Cheap Edition. 

Building Her House. By 
Mrs. R. A. Watson. Five Illus- 

trations. 

Rays from the Sun of Righ- 
teousness. By the Rev. R. Nkwton. 
Eleven Illustrations. 

Memorials of Miss Hannah 

Ball, of High Wycombe : the First 
Methodist Sunday School Teacher. 



PRICE ONE SHILLING AND FOURPENCS. 

The Boatman's Daughter. A Narrative for the Learned and 
the Unlearned. By the Rev. Alfred Barrett. x8mo. With Frontispiece. 

PRICE ONE SHILLING. 
Rcyal i6mo, Cicth^ gilt lettered. 



Ancient Egypt : Its Monu- 
ments, Worship, and People. By 
the Rev. Edward Lightwood. 
Twenty-six Illustrations. 

Vignettes from English His- 
tory. By the Rev. James Yeames. 
First Series. From the Norman 
Conqueror to Henry IV. Twenty- 
three Illustrations. 

Lessons from Noble Lives, 

and other Stories, Thirty^one lUus- 
£rsUioaSm 



Margery's Christmas Box. 

By Ruth Elliott. Seven Illusts. 
Stories of Love and Duty, 

For Boys and Girls. Thirty-one 

Illustrations. 

No Gains without Pains : A 
True Life for the Boys. By H* C. 
Knight. Six Illustrations. 

Peeps into the Far North: 

Chapters on Iceland, Inland, and 
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PRICE ONE SHILLING--«wi//««^</. 



The Railway Pioneers ; or, 

The Story of the Stephensons, 
Father and Son. By H. C. Knight. 
Fifteen Illustrations. 

The Royal Disciple : Louisa, 

Queen of Prussia. By C. R. Hurst. 
Six Illustrations. 

Tiny Tim : A Story, of Lon- 
don Life. . Founded on Fact. By 
Francis Horner. Twenty - two 
Illustrations. 

John Tregenoweth; His 
Mark. By Mark Guy Pbarsb. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

* I'll Try ' ; or, How the 

Farmer's Son became a Captain. 
Ten Illustrations. 

The Giants, and How to 
Fight Them. By Dr. Richard 
Newton. Fifteen Illustrations. 

The Meadow Daisy. By 
LiLLiB Montport. Numerous lUus' 
trations. 

Robert Dawson ; or. The 

Brave Spirit. Four Page Illus- 
trations. 



The Tarnside Evangel. 

By M. A. H. Eight Illustrations. 
Rob Rat ; A Story of Barge 
Life. By Mark^ Guy Pearsb. 
Numerous Illustrations. 

The Unwelcome Baby, 

and what Became of Him ; with 
other Stories of noble Lives Early 
Consecrated. By S. Ellen Gre- 
gory. Nine Illustrations. 

Jane Hudson, the Amefican 

Girl. Four Page I11us£rations. 

The Babes in the Basket ; 

or, Daph and her Charge. Four 
Page Illustrations. 

Insect Lights and Sounds. 
By J. R. S. Clifford,' author of 
* Animals of the Bible,' etc., etc. 
Profusely Illustrated. 

Leaves from aMissionHouse 
in India. By Mrs. Hutch eon. 
Royal i6mo. Price is. 

The Jew and His Tenants. 
ByA.D. Walker, lllust. 

The History of Joseph : for 
the Young. By the Kev. T. Champ- 
NESS. Twelve Illustrations. 



Incidents in my Bible-class : Records of Successful Toil in 
Senior Bible-class Teaching. By C. R. Parsons. Foolscap 8vo. Price is. 

William the Silent, Prince of Orange. A Biographical 
Sketch. By the Rev. J. W. Thomas. Foolscap 8vo. With Portrait. 

Life on the Waves ; or, Memorials of Captain George 
Lbonard. By the Rev. A. Langley. With Illustrations. x8mo. 

PRICE NINBPENCB. 



Imperial z^mo, Clotk, Jlluminated, 



X. 



The Wonderful Lamp; and 
other Stories. ByRuTH Eluott, 
Five Illustrations. 
a. Dick's Troubles ; and How He 
Met Them. By Ruth Elljott. 
Six Illustrations. 

3. The Chat in the Meadow : and 

other Stories. By Lillie Mont- 
fort. Six Illustrations. 

4, John's Teachers : and other 

Stories. By Lillib Montfort. 
Six Illustrations. 

^. Nora Grayson's Dream ; and 
other Stories. By Lillib Mont- 
FORT, Seven iiiustradons. 






6. Rosa's Christmas Invitations ; ' 

and other Stories. By Lilub 
Montfort. Six Illustrations. 

7. Ragged Jim's Last Song ; and 

other Ballads. By Edward 
Bailey. Eight Illustrations. 

8. Pictures from Memory. By 

Adbunb. Nine Illustrations. 

9. The Story of the Wreck of the 

* Maria ' Mail Boat : with a 
Memoir of Mrs. Hincksman, the 
only Sorvivor. lU>3s>\x«&sA. 



i6 WESLEYAN CONFERENCE OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 



PRICE NINEPENCE^-<vi>/6f»a/. 



iz. Little and Wise : The Ants, 
The Conies, The Locusts, and 
The Spiders. By the Rev. W. W. 
Newton. Twelve Illustrations. 

la. Spoiling the Vines, and For- 
tune Telling. By the Rev. W. 
W. Newton. Eight Illustrations. 

13. The Kingly Breaker, Concern- 

ing Play, and Sowing the Seed. 
By the Rev. W. W. Newton. 

14. The Fatherly Guide, Rhoda, 

and Fire in the Soul. By the Rev. 
W. W. Newton. Twelve Illnstns. 
Short Sermons for Little Peo- 
ple. By the Rev. T. Champness. 
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16. Sketches from (ny Schoolroom. 

Four IllastratioQS. 

17. Mary Ashton ; a True Story 

of Eighty Years Ago. Four 
lUustratiiini. 

18. The Little i^soner; or the 

Story of the Dauphin of France. 
Five IDustrations. 

19. The Qtory of an Apprentice- 

ship. Ey Ihe Rev. A. Langley. 

20. Mona Bell ; or. Faithful in 

Littl# Things. 
az. Minnie Neilson*8 Sumtner 
Holidays^ and What Came of 
Them. 



The above are sold in Limp Cloth at Eiohtpencb. 
PRICE EIGHTPENCE. 

The whole of the Twenty-one Ninepenny book^ {see preceding page) are sold in 

Limp Cloth at Eightpence each. 



Precious Seed,and Little So>vers. 
x8mo. Four Illustrations. Giltedges. 

Janie : A Flower from South 
Africa. By the Rev. R. Lamplough. 
i8mo. With Portrait, 

Freddie Cleminson: The Brief 
Story of a Blessed Life. By the 
Rev. T. M'CuLLAGH. i8mo. With 
Portrait, etc. 

Soon and Safe : A Word to the 
Young Folks. By the Rev. Simpson 
Crump. xSmo. Illustrations. 



Christianity Compared ivith 

Popery : A Lecture. 
Dc'th of the Eldest Son. By 

CiGSAR MaLAN. 

Emily's Lessons ; or. Chapters 

in the Life of a Young Christian. 
Fragments for Young Peop e. 
History of Joseph. By Agnes 

BULMER 

Jonathan Saville's Life. By the 

Rev. F. A. West. 
The Sunday Scholar*^ Guide. By 

the Rev. J. T. Barr, 



PRICE SIXPENCE. 
Clothe Illuminated^ and Coloured Frontispiece, 



z. 



a. 



6. 

7. 

8. 

9- 
10. 

zi. 

Z3. 
14. 



A Kiss for a Blow: Stories Z5. 

about Peace and War. z6. 

Louis Henrie ; or, The Sister's Z7. 

Promise. z8. 

The Giants, and How to Fight zg. 

Them. By Dr. R. Newton. 

Robert Dawson ; or, the Brave ao. 

Sprit. 

Jane Hudson, the American az. 

Girl. aa. 

The Jewish Twins. 33. 

The Book of Beasts. lUust. 34. 

The Book of Birds. Illust. 35. 

Proud in Spirit. a6. 

Althea Norton. 37. 

Gertrude's Bible Lesson. a8. 
The Rose in the Desert. 

The Little Black Hen. ag. 
Martha's Hymn. 

TM* ahove are sold in Ornamental Stiff 



Nettie Mathieson. 
The Prince in Disguise. 
The Children on the Plttlns. 
The Babes in the Basket. 
Richard Harvey; or, Taking 

a Stand. 
Kitty King : Lessons for Little 

Girls. 
Nettie's Mission. 
Little Margery. 
Margery's City Home. 
The Crossing Swreeper. 
Rosy Conroy's Lessons. 
Ned Dolan's Garret. 
Little Henry and his Bearer. 
Little Woodman and his 

Dog Caesar. 
Johnny : Lessons lor Little 
Boys. 

Covers at Fourpbncb awA. 
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